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The Annual Meeting of the Slovak Studies Association at the Convention of
the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies

The Minutes
Saturday, November 20, 1999, 2-4 PM
St. Louis, Missouri

Gerald J. Sabo, S.J. (John Carroll U.)
gsabo@jcu.edu

President Edita Bosak called the meeting to order and established

that there was a quorum for the meeting. She then distributed the
meeting’s agenda and asked for the reading and then approval of the
minutes of last year’s meeting on September 25, 1998 in Boca Raton.

The minutes were approved.

Three new members at this meeting represented the newly established
Slovak-American International Cultural Foundation (SAICF), a not-for-
profit, tax-exempt, tax-deductible, educational and charitable
corporation: Ladislas Bolchazy, Marie Bolchazy, and Don Bustion.
These members asked to speak about the foundation to the members
present. SAICF’s mission is twofold: showcasing the literary,
artistic, and scholarly contributions of Slovaks and Slovak-Americans
to the world, and providing assistance, especially in the areas of
scholarship and art, to Slovakia and to individual Slovaks. Indeed,
this coming summer the Slovak physician-photographer Igor Grossman
along with his daughter-artist will be in the United States for talks
and promoting the foundation’s soon-to-be-published extensive
collection of his photographs, Images Gone with Time. One hundred
twenty-five of Grossman’s photographs will also be available for
purchase, the proceeds of which will go to further fund SAICF. On
Nov. 23rd, Ladislas Bolchazy and Don Bustion were to depart for a
UNESCO-sponsored conference in Bratislava on the difficulties of

translation. Both would remain to have talks with wvarious cultural
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and publishing figures till December 15th. Don Bustion emphasized
that while the Bolchazys had helped fund the foundation, they in no
way controlled its activities. Don Bustion also suggested SSA’s
consideration of a prize for a student paper, the money for which
would be provided by the foundation, and the availability to SSA of
space on the foundation’s website; the foundation’s website URL is:
www.slovakculture.org. Ladislas Bolchazy noted that he would like to
help Slovak publishers better promote and market their publications
beyond Slovakia, especially in North America, indeed to be co-
publisher whenever possible since this facilitates sale in the United
States. Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers have already co-published with
Slovenske pedagogicke nakladatelstvo and Perfekt, and would like to
do so with other Slovak publishers. Further, publications that
included English as much as possible would be strongly encouraged.

In response to Ladislas Bolchazy’s comments on the challenges of
publishing and promoting Slovak material, Mark Stolarik noted
difficulties he had encountered with the last issue of the Slovak-
League-sponsored journal Slovakia. After this, the Bolchazys and Don

Bustion had to depart for Chicago.

Edita Bosak then asked treasurer Pat Krafcik for an update on SSA’s
finances (see below). Pat suggested that the SSA Prize account be
placed in a thirteen-month certificate of deposit to earn greater
interest. She noted that money from the general account could be
used for the SSA Publication Award, and then replaced in the general
account once the thirteen-month certificate of deposit had matured.
Pat then made a motion to do just that, Carol Leff seconded this
motion, and it was unanimously passed by the members present.
Secretary Gerald Sabo then asked about the situation of members who
are n-o-t in good standing in order to be able to compile in 2000 as
accurate a membership list as possible. After some discussion,
Gerald Sabo proposed that the next issue of the Newsletter be sent to
all members paid up from at least 1997 through the present in which
issue all members will be alerted to check the mailing label to make
sure that by June 1, 2000, they have paid up their membership dues
through calendar year 2000. Otherwise the late May-early June issue
of the Newsletter will not be mailed to them, and they will not
appear in the membership list to be issued soon after that. Carol
Leff seconded that motion, and it was unanimously passed by the

members present. Gerald Sabo also proposed that the time period for
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publications submitted for the SSA Publication Prize be extended to
four years, and thus the next prize would be awarded at the Fall,
2001 annual meeting for works published from 1997 through 2000
inclusively. Mark Stolarik seconded this motion, and it was

unanimously passed by the members present.

Newsletter Editor Martin Votruba spoke of SSA’s need to continue to
welcome young scholars as members in order to keep our scholarly
commitment to the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic
Studies. Martin proposed incorporating various information about
members and their research activities on an SSA website of which
member Mark Lauersdorf would be webmaster, thereby providing greater
exposure for SSA and enabling better networking and cooperation among
members and others. Such a website could be also accessed by links
from other websites. After some discussion, Martin made a formal
proposal for the website with Mark Lauersdorf as webmaster. Stan
Kirschbaum seconded the motion, and it was unanimously passed by the
members present. Martin Votruba then made another motion that
President Edita Bosak respond to SAICF’s offer to fund a prize for
student papers with various suggestions that she would discuss with
that foundation. Greg Ference seconded this motion, and it was
unanimously passed by the members present. Once the particulars of
that prize have been finalized in consultation with SAICF, that
information will appear in an issue of the Newsletter. Anticipating
that such a prize will shortly be operative, volunteers were
solicited for the evaluation committee; Greg Ference, Susan Mikula,
Carol Leff, and Mark Stolarik offered their service. Four committee
members were sought so that if a student of a committee member were
to submit a paper, that person would not be included in the judging,
and yet three others would still remain to have a conclusive vote

about that submission.

Martin Votruba noted that December 3rd was the deadline for
submissions to the Newsletter. Also, he queried the members present
whether the modest number of pages he already had along with the
secretary’s minutes and the treasurer’s report were sufficient
material for an issue of the Newsletter. All members present agreed
that the regular and prompt mailing of the two Newsletter issues was
important for all members -- whatever the extent of material in any

issue.
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Finally, Edita Bosak asked whether there were any panels being formed
for the November, 2000 AAASS in Denver. Gerald Sabo noted that he
was forming one with Edita and Mark Lauersdorf on Lutherans in Slovak
history and culture. There was no new business nor other
announcements, at which time Edita asked for adjournment of the

meeting -- a request passed by voice vote of all present.

Treasurer’s report: Slovak Studies Association

Patricia A. Krafcik

krafcik@elwha.evergreen.edu

Here is how we are closing the year with regard to finances -- both
the membership dues account and the SSA Prize account, through

November 1999:

Membership account: $5,878.84
Prize account: $2,390.70

NOTICE ON THE SSA PRIZE IN SLOVAK STUDIES

Edita Bosak (SSA President)
ebosak@morgan.ucs.mun.ca

Gerald J. Sabo, S.J. (SSA Secretary)
gsabo@jcu.edu

At the annual meeting (see minutes above), submissions for the SSA Prize in Slovak
Studies now cover a four-year period rather than the original two-year one, IN THIS
CASE, 1997 THROUGH 2000. Submissions for this prize are to be received by
DECEMBER 15, 2000. This change was proposed and voted into effect because of
the challenges of forming a three-member committee every two years and for the
sake of sufficient time for published submissions.

PROCEDURE FOR THE SSA PRIZE IN SLOVAK STUDIES

1. The prize is to be given every fourth year for an outstanding contribution to Slovak studies by a
scholar working OUTSIDE the Slovak and Czech Republics. The prize is for scholarship, NOT artistic
creation, and the work may deal either with the Slovaks in Europe and/or abroad or with Slovakia itself.

2. The prize recipient is to be a member in good standing of the Slovak Studies Association. Scholars
residing in the Slovak or Czech Republics are ineligible, because the prize is intended to encourage
Slovak scholarship abroad.

3. To be considered for the prize, a work must have been published as a book or a long essay/article in
a scholarly periodical during the preceding four years. The work must present new material through
original, primary sources or through new interpretations of established materials. It can be in the
following languages: Slovak, Czech, English, German, and French preferred, though Spanish and
Russian may be considered. The preceding language group is necessarily limited because of the
difficulty of finding referees who can read other languages.
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4. The prize selection committee shall be composed of three referees to be appointed by the SSA
President. Through notices in the SSA Newsletter, the AAASS Newsletter, and other appropriate
organs, nominations and submissions shall be requested and given to the referees. For the prize to be
awarded at the annual meeting of SSA at AAASS in 2001, the committee referees are as follows:
Norma Rudinsky, chair and emeritus of Oregon State University, Corvallis; Robert A. Rothstein of the
University of Massachusetts, Amherst; and Robert K. Evanson, University of Missouri, Kansas City.
Submissions are to be sent to Chair Norma Rudinsky at 1743 NW Grant Circle/Corvallis, OR 97330-

2646.

5. In the event of equally outstanding works, the referees can decide to have co-winners share the prize.
Also, a prize may be awarded for a monograph and another for an essay/article.

6. The prize shall be awarded during the SSA meeting at the annual AAASS conference and shall
consist of a diploma/plaque and a money award. Results will be published in the SSA and AAASS
Newsletters, with at least one honorable mention whenever possible as a way of publicizing other

meritorious work in Slovak studies.

7. Members of the SSA shall be invited to make a donation to continue enhancing the SSA prize
account, the income from which shall be used for the prize. The donations shall be voluntary and
without effect on membership status. Donations from non-members may also be solicited. The
Treasurer shall keep all such money separately and use it only for the purpose of the prize.

8. Amendments to the foregoing procedure can be made and voted at the annual meeting of the SSA by

the usual procedures.

Paper from the AAASS National Convention 1999
Slovak Topics: Abstract provided by SSA member

The Painful Birth
of Slovak Historiography
in the 20th Century

M. Mark Stolarik
U. of Ottawa
stolarik@uottawa.ca

Slovak historiography in the
20th century has been
characterized by a struggle for
legitimacy. In the first
Czechoslovak Republic Slovak
history entered into its infancy
and had to face the rival
ideology of
“Czechoslovakism.” In the
decade between 1939 and 1948

Slovak history came of age,
was legitimized and started to
thrive. The communist takeover
of Czechoslovakia in 1948
derailed it once again and
Slovak historians had to face
the twin threats of Marxism and
watered-down
“Czechoslovakism.” While the
1950’s was a “dark age” for
Slovak historiography, the
1960’s provided some relief in
the so-called “Prague Spring.”
Warsaw Pact tanks in 1968
ended this brief flirtation with
freedom and Slovak
historiography was again
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Abstracts or chapters from
papers presented at the 2000
AAASS Convention and at
other conferences, as well as
comments by conference par-
ticipants submitted for a future
issue of the Newsletter can
provide members with a better
understanding of what direction
Slovak studies are taking.

constricted into the straight-
jacket of Marxism. Only with
the collapse of communism in
1989 and with political
independence for Slovakia in
1993 did Slovak historiography
emerge into the light of
freedom and the right to debate
in which direction it would go.
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Slovakia:

The End to a Confused
Sense of Direction?
Stanislav J. Kirschbaum

York U.
gl250114@glendon.yorku.ca

International Journal
vol. LIV, no.4, Autumn 1999,
pp. 582-602.

New directions?
(The last chapter.)

The September 1998 elections
indicated that the country
wanted change, but also that the
population was not willing to
give any one party a majority to
enact any one particular
political programme. Meciar
won the greatest number of
seats, but he could not persuade
enough opposition parties to
form a coalition government;
instead, ten opposition parties
found enough common ground
to do so. Despite divergent
political programmes and
different approaches to social
and economic issues, they were
in agreement on the need to put
Slovakia back on the list of
fast-track states for membership
in Western institutions. Less
than a year into its mandate, the
coalition government gave
Slovakia a better chance than it
had had under Meciar to be
invited to join accession talk in
both the EU and NATO (in the
second enlargement round).
The results of the parliamentary

elections were welcomed in the
West, and the foreign minister,
Eduard Kukan — Czecho-
Slovakia’s last and Slovakia’s
first ambassador to the United
Nations and foreign minister in
the Morav¢éik government —
has excellent Western
connections. In addition, it soon
became evident that the
government was determined to
make up for the lost
opportunities attributed to its
predecessor. At the same time,
it was also seeking to intensify
relations with Russia.

As an important element in its
foreign policy, the Slovak
government prepared a new
minority language law that the
National Council of the Slovak
Republic approved on 10 July.
Although the bill included
recommendations made by the
OSCE, it did not meet the
demands of the Hungarian
Coalition party which wanted
mother-tongue usage in
dealings with government
authorities in localities where
Hungarians make up ten (not
twenty) per cent of the
population. They also wanted
language rights extended to
education and culture. Although
Budapest’s reaction to the
language law was unfavourable
— it complained that the law
was passed without the consent
of the Hungarian Coalition

party which voted against it —
the EU welcomed it. On 20
July, President Schuster
promulgated the law.

The elections, however, did not
settle the tone and tenor of
Slovak political life. Old habits,
it seems, die hard. When the
Dzurinda government elected to
investigate officials from the
Mer¢iar era, a British observer
group called it ‘a series of
purges against employees in the
media, judiciary, arts and
culture as well as private
business.” The government also
decided to look into the
abduction of Kovaé’s son in
August 1995 as the
circumstances surrounding this
action and the alleged
involvement of the Meciar
government had not yet been
clarified. The murder on

11 January 1999 of Jan Ducky,
economy minister in the Meciar
government and a former head
of the state gas industry, added
a further sense of uncertainty.
The downturn in the Slovak
economy, first experienced in
late 1997 after years of steady
growth, began to leave its mark
and obliged the government to
raise food and gasoline prices
on

1 January and again on

1 August 1999. The
International Monetary Fund
urged the government to curb
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its budget and current accounts
deficit and warned that the
economic gains of recent years
would be threatened if the
deficit remained large. Not
surprisingly, recent public
opinion polls show a decrease
in support for the government.
But for the moment, barring
some unforeseen crisis, the
Slovak public seems willing to
let it forge ahead with its
programme.

The government does not have
an easy task given the many
economic and social problems
that still plague Slovakia. But it
would seem that it has benefited
from the confusion that was
often evident during the Meciar
era; it has made it clear that
linking Slovakia’s future with
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the integration processes of
Western Europe and NATO is
in the country’s best interests.
However, the Mediar era, for all
its confusion, was also
characterized by policies, often
described as nationalist, that
allowed Slovaks to take control
of their state and its destiny.
The September 1998 elections
showed that this message still
has an appeal among Slovak
voters. If the current
government fails to strike a
balance between the need for
Slovak control and the
imperatives of integration into
Western structures, its tenure in
office is likely to be turbulent
and short-lived.

However, if it succeeds,
Slovakia will offer an example

of how to avoid the type of
conflict that has ravaged the
Balkans in the 1990. Perhaps
the greatest challenge for
central Europe, after four
decades of ideological
uniformity and in the face of the
difficulties of post-communist
transformation, remains the
rejection of the virulent
nationalist reflex and the
acceptance of pluralism.
Slovakia, like other former
communist countries, has been
struggling with pluralism, and,
despite its ups and downs, it has
been doing so successfully. If it
can continue along this path,
then the citizens of independent
Slovakia can look to the
millennium with confidence.

ISO: Articles for New Journal S / o v o

Beth Chacey (National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library)
bchacey@ncsml.org

Slovo, a twice-yearly history journal being launched this fall by the National Czech & Slovak
Museum & Library in Cedar Rapids, lowa, is looking for writers to submit research articles,
aimed at a general audience. The articles must be paired with photos. The magazine will be a
glossy, 32-48 page history journal published twice a year. Content will be written in a conver-
sational, popular writing style and will include essays, photo essays, research articles, and
book and film reviews. S/ovo will cover a wide spectrum of Czech and Slovak topics on a na-
tional and internal level — art, folk art, sports, history, politics, travel, etc. The National Czech
& Slovak Museum & Library is one of the country’s major exhibitors and repositories for items
pertaining to Czech & Slovak culture and markets. S/ovo will be offered by subscription as a
museum membership benefit.

Contact: Beth Chacey, S/ovo editor

(319) 362-8500

Send your renewal and new membership dues to:
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Recent papers on Slovakia-related topics

Bibliography
Slovak Scholarship in the West

This bibliography includes titles generally falling in the category of arts and humanities, and several
titles of potentially wider interest in economics and other fields, published in English outside Slovakia
approximately in the past 18 months. SSA members are highlighted. All additions are welcome. —
M.V.

Ahrndt M — The Bauhaus in the East. The Slovak and Czech avant-garde — 1928-1939.
OSTEUROPA 49: (7) 765-765 JUL 1999.

Bacova D — The Position of Children’s Theatre and Drama in Education in Slovakia during the last 15
Years. RESEARCH IN DRAMA EDU, FEB99, VVOL. 4 ISSUE 1, P91, 3P.

Baylis TA — Elite change after Communism: Eastern Germany, the Czech Republic, and Slovakia. E
EUR POL & SOCIETIES, SPRING98, VOL. 12 ISSUE 2, P265, 35P.

Bernasovska J, Bernasovsky I, Pacin J — Anthropometric studies of Romany (Gypsy) newborns in east
Slovakia delivered within 1991-1992. J OF HUM ECOL. 9:2 PP131-5. 1998.

Bitusikova A — Transformations of a city centre in the light of ideologies: The case of Banska
Bystrica, Slovakia. INT J OF URB & REG RES, DEC98, VOL. 22 ISSUE 4, P614, 9P, 1
MAP.

Boulanger Christian — Constitutionalism in East Central Europe? The case of Slovakia under
Meciar. E EUR QUART 33: (1) 21-50 SPR 1999.

Bucek M — Regional disparities in transition in the Slovak Republic. EUR URBAN REG STUD 6:
(4) 360-364 OCT 1999.

Chase Robert S — Market for communist human capital: Returns to education and experience in the
Czech Republic and Slovakia. INDUSTRIAL & LABOR RELAT REV, APR98, VOL. 51
ISSUE 3, P401, 23P, 9 CHARTS, 2 GRAPHS.

Crampton R R. — W. Seton-Watson and his relations with the Czechs and Slovaks, documents, 1906-
1951. ENGL HIST REV 113: (452) 794-795 JUN 1998.

Davis RM — Slovak writers after 1993. WORLD LIT TOD 73: (1) 93-96 WIN 1999.

Davis RM — Slovak writers after 1993. (Winter, pg 70, 1999) WORLD LIT TOD 73: (2) 404-404
SPR 1999.

Domanski H — Major social transformations and social mobility: the case of the transition to and from
communism in Eastern Europe. SOC SCI INFORM 38: (3) 463-491 SEP 1999.

Dujnic J, Fristacky N, Molnar L, et al. — On the history of computer science, computer engineering,
and computer technology development in Slovakia. IEEE ANN HIST COMPUT 21: (3) 38-
48 JUL-SEP 1999.
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Edwards R — No entry. NEW SCIENTIST, 04/17/99, VOL. 162 ISSUE 2182, P20-22. [Safety of
nuclear reactors in Slovakia, C/EE.]

Enriquez CG — De-communization and political justice in Central and Eastern Europe. REV ETUD
COMP EST-Q 29: (4) 23-54 DEC 1998.

Evans G — The structuring of political cleavages in post-communist societies: The case of the Czech
Republic and Slovakia. POL STUD, MAR98, VOL.. 46 ISSUE 1, P115, 25P.

Fidrmuc Jarko — Trade diversion in ‘left-outs’ in eastward enlargement of the European Union: The
case of Slovakia. EUROPE-ASIA STUD 51: (4) 633-645 JUN 1999.

Fitzgerald-Gersten Bridget — Writing in a Second Language: A Study of Four Bilingual
Hungarian/Slovak Learners during Second and Third Grade. PH.D. THESIS, ARIZONA
STATE U, 1997.

Fitzmaurice John — The Slovak elections of 25th and 26th September 1998. ELECT STUD 18: (2)
290-296 JUN 1999.

Fitzmaurice John — Politics and government in the Visegrad countries: Poland, Hungary, the Czech
Republic and Slovakia. New York: St. Martin’s Press. 204p. 1998

Fuchs B — Perception and perspective — Changes in the Burgenland-Slovak-Hungarian frontier area,
(A conference held at the Kittsee Castle in the Austrian province of Burgenland on November
12-13,1998.) OSTERR Z VOLSKUNDE 102: (1) 59-61 1999.

Furman Anton — Teacher and Pupil Characteristics in the Perception of the Creativity of Classroom
Climate. J OF CREATIVE BEHAVIOR, V32 N4 P258-77 4TH QTR 1998.

Goldman Minton F — Slovakia since independence: a struggle for democracy. Westport, CT:
Praeger. 1999.

Grodeland AB — ‘Foolish to give and yet more foolish not to take” — In-depth interviews with post-
Communist citizens on their everyday use of bribes and contacts. EUROPE-ASIA STUD,
JUN98, VOL. 50 ISSUE 4, P651, 27P. [Comparing corruption in SK, CZ, BG and Ukraine.]

Groshek G — Bilateral Clearing and the Separation of Czechoslovakia: An Obviously Hopeless
Proceeding?; COMP ECON STUD, SUMMER/FALL99, VOL. 41 ISSUE 2-3, P45, 16P.

Grzymala-Busse Anna — Reform efforts in the Czech and Slovak Communist Parties and their
successors, 1988-1993. E EUR POL & SOCIETIES, FALL98, VOL. 12 ISSUE 3, P442, 30P.

Hajnis K, Petrasek R — Body height, weight and BMI in the Czech and Slovak populations. HOMO
50: (2) 163-182 JUL 1999.

Ham JC, Svejnar J, Terrell K— Women’s unemployment during transition — Evidence from Czech
and Slovak micro-data. ECON TRANSIT 7: (1) 47-78 1999.

Henshaw SK, Singh S, Haas T — Recent trends in abortion rates worldwide. INT FAM PLAN
PERSPEC 25: (1) 44-48 MAR 1999 — [Marginal focus on SK.]

Hilde PS — Slovak nationalism and the break-up of Czechoslovakia. EUROPE-ASIA STUD 51: (4)
647-665 JUN 1999.
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Honeycutt ED, Ford JB, Lupton RA, et al. — Selecting and training the international series force:
Comparison of China and Slovakia. IND MARKET MANAG 28: (6) 627-635 NOV 1999.

Hraba J, McCutcheon AL, Vecernik J — Rural and urban differences in economic experiences, anxiety
and support for the post-communist reforms in the Czech and Slovak Republics. RURAL
SOCIOL 64: (3) 439-463 SEP 1999.

Innes A — Ethnicity and cultural politics. INT AFFAIRS, JAN99, VOL. 75 ISSUE 1, P158, 2P.

Ishiyama John T, Breuning Marijke — The Hungarian parties in Slovakia. IN Ishiyama John T,
Breuning Marijke: Ethnopolitics in the New Europe. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner. 1998.

IWRAW Report: — Slovak Republic. WOMEN’S INT NETWORK NEWS, AUTUMN 98, VOL. 24
ISSUE 4, P69, 2P.

Jarosz D — Jews, Lemkos and Slovaks in the Cracow voivodship 1945-1949/50. ACTA POL HIST
(79) 275-276 1999.

Karsai Judit — Screening and valuing venture capital investments: Evidence from Hungary, Poland and
Slovakia. ENTREPRENEURSHIP & REG DEVELOP, JUL-SEP98, VOL. 10 ISSUE 3,
P203, 22P.

Kirschbaum Stanislav J — Historical Dictionary of Slovakia. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press, 1999.

Kirschbaum Stanislav J — Slovakia: The End to a Confused Sense of Direction. INT J, VOL. 54,
NO.4, PP. 582-602, AUTUMN 1999.

Koenig R — Bringing Diverging Paths Back Together. SCIENCE, 01/01/99, VOL. 283 ISSUE 5398,
P25, 2P, 1C. [Research funding in SK, CZ.]

Krzoska M — The 1994 bibliography on the history of the Bohemian and Slovak lands. JAHRB
GESCH OSTEUR 47: (1) 147-148 1999.

Lee PA — Pavel Vilikovsky, Un ‘Cheval dans I’escalier’ — Translated from Slovak. WORLD LIT
TODAY 73: (1) 181-181 WIN 1999.

Leff Carol S — Czecho/Slovakia: Ethnic conflict, constitutional fissure, negotiated break-up. J POLIT
61: (2) 582-583 MAY 1999.

Letiche Hugo — Transition and human resources in Slovakia. PERSONNEL REV, 1998, VOL. 27
ISSUE 3, P213, 14P.

Lewis P — Politics and government in the Visegrad countries: Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic
and Slovakia. EUROPE-ASIA STUD 51: (4) 716-717 JUN 1999.

Lifanov Konstantin VV — The evolution of language in the Jelsava town chronicle 1566-1710, and the
written Central Slovak dialect. Z SLAV PHILOL 58: (1) 151-170 1999.

Lubyova M, van Ours JC — Effects of active labor market programs on the transition rate from
unemployment into regular jobs in the Slovak Republic. J COMP ECON 27: (1) 90-112
MAR 1999.

Lupton RA — American business education in Central Europe: Serving what ends for whom? BUS
HORIZONS, JUL/AUG98, VOL. 41 ISSUE 4, P27, 7P. [All on Slovakia.]
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MacFarlan M, Martins OJ — Editorial - Economy - Slovakia at the crossroads. OECD OBSERVER
1999, NUMBER 216, P8.

Marina VV — The Czecho-Slovak “February” of 1948 — Today’s assessment of the historical event.
VVOP ISTORII (10) 150-155 1998.

Merten S — Czechoslovakia — Czech Republic — Slovakia. Literature in western languages 1975-
1995. OSTEUROPA 49: (7) 764-765 JUL 1999.

Meszaros Al — Divergent Neighbors. HARVARD INT REV, SPRING99, VOL. 21 ISSUE 2, P30,
4P.

Miller Daniel E — Collectivization in the 1970s and 1980s in Zamagurie, Slovakia. AGR HIST 73:
(3) 281-302 SUM 1999.

Nagy M — Teacher Training in Central Europe: Recent Developments. EUR J OF EDU, V33 N4
P393-406 DEC 1998.

Oxman BH — International decisions: Gab¢ikovo-Nagymaros Project (Hungary/Slovakia), Judgment.
AM J OF INT LAW, APR98, VOL. 92 ISSUE 2, P273, 6P.

Paget G — The future tenure of rural public lands in Slovakia. J OF ENVIR PLAN &
MANAGEMENT, SEP98, VOL. 41 ISSUE 5, P621, 8P.

Pauls J — Laboratory for learning? SCI TEACHER, JAN99, VOL. 66 ISSUE 1, P27, 3P. [Boosting
SK student math performance.]

Pavlinek P, Pickles J — Environmental change and post-communist transformations in the Czech
Republic and Slovakia. POST-SOV GEOGR ECON 40: (5) 354-382 JUL-AUG 1999.

Pirainen IT — ‘Liber Causarum’ of the city of Leutschau/Levoca 1585-1599: Transition to a unified
Modern High German in a Slovakian linguistic island. NEUPHILOL MITT 100: (3) 301-308
1999.

Pissarides F — Is lack of funds the main obstacle to growth? EBRD’s experience with small- and
medium-sized businesses in central and eastern Europe. J BUS VENTURING 14: (5-6) 519-
539 SEP-NOV 1999.

Piwowarski R — The Educational System in Poland and Other Central-Eastern Eopean Countries
During the Transition Period. INT J OF EARLY YEARS EDU, V6 N2 P165-76 JUN 1998.

Polackova H — Retirement age considerations for central Europe. ECON PLAN 32: (1) 1-21 1999.

Pollert A— Trade unionism in transition in Central and Eastern Europe. EUR J IND RELAT 5: (2)
209-234 JUL 1999.

Rigney R — Pop Goes Slovakia. ART NEWS, FEB99, VOL. 98 ISSUE 2, P50, 1P. [Andy Warhol
Museum in Medzilaborce.]

Robinson BE, Manthei R, Scheltema K, et al. — Therapeutic uses of sexually explicit materials in the
United States and the Czech and Slovak Republics: A qualitative study. J SEX MARITAL
THER 25: (2) 103-119 APR-JUN 1999.

Send your renewal and new membership dues to:
Patricia A. Krafcik, The Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA 98505



12 Slovak Studies Association NEWSLETTER

Samdal O, Wold B, Bronis M — Relationship between students’ perceptions of school environment,
their satisfaction with school and perceived academic achievement: An international study.
SCH EFF SCH IMPROV 10: (3) 296-320 SEP 1999.

Scheffel DZ — The untouchables of Svinia. HUM ORGAN 58: (1) 44-53 SPR 1999.

Shapiro | — New approaches to old problems: Lessons from an ethnic conciliation project in four
Central and Eastern European countries. NEGOTIATION J 15: (2) 149-167 APR 1999.

Short D — Steam and rail in Slovakia. SLAVON E EUR REV 77: (3) 532-534 JUL 1999.

Smith Adrian — Reconstructing the Regional Economy: Industrial Transformation and Regional
Development in Slovakia. Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar Pub. 1998.

Snajdr Edward K — The children of the Greens. PROBLEMS OF POST-COM, JAN/FEB98, VOL.
45 ISSUE 1, P54, 9P. [All on Slovakia.]

Stein Eric, Pechota Vratislav — Czecho/Slovakia: Ethnic Conflict, Constitutional Fissure, Negotiated
Breakup, — AM J OF INT LAW, JAN1999 VOLUME 93, NUMBER 1, P256-258.

Stenning A — Reconstructing the regional economy: Industrial transformation and regional
development in Slovakia. REG STUD 33: (5) 493-494 JUL 1999.

Stloukal Libor — An APC analysis of demographic responses to population policy measures: the case
of the Czech and Slovak Republics, 1960-1990. GENUS 1998 54:1|2 PP 5, 87-121.

Stolarik M. Mark — Slovaks. IN Paul Robert Magocsi, ed. Encyclopedia of Canada’s Peoples.
P1168-1179. Toronto: U. of Toronto Press, 1999.

Stone R — End of Joint Programs Leaves Researchers Feeling Jilted. SCIENCE, 01/01/99, VOL. 283
ISSUE 5398, P26, 2/3P, 1C. [US research funding for Slovakia, Czech R.]

Toka Gabor — Party appeals and voter loyalty in new democracies. POLIT STUD, 1998 SPEC
ISSUE, VOL. 46 ISSUE 3, P589, 22P.

Votruba Martin — Linguistic minorities in Slovakia. IN Bratt-Paulston C, Peckham D, eds.
Linguistic Minorities in Central and Eastern Europe. London: Multilingual Matters, P255,
24P. 1998.

Weber Nora — Women and the Slovakian National Movement: Gender and Class As Components of
National Efforts in Slovakia 1848 until 1990. Bethseda, MD: International Scholars Pub.
1998.

Wesolowsky T — Sparring over Mochovce. BULL OF THE ATOMIC SCIENTISTS, NOV/DEC98,
VOL. 54 ISSUE 6, P19, 2P.

Whitefield Stephen, Evans Geoffrey — Political Culture Versus Rational Choice: Explaining
Responses to Transition in the Czech Republic and Slovakia. BRIT J OF POLI SCI, 1999
VOL29#1 P129.

Wilson Elizabeth — Capacity for Environmental Action in Slovakia— J OF ENVIR PLAN &
MANAG 1999 VOL42#4, P581.

Wright M, Karsai J, Dudzinski Z, et al. — Transition and active investors: Venture capital in Hungary,
Poland and Slovakia. POST-COMMUNIST ECON 11: (1) 27-46 MAR 1999.
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Zajac R, Sebesta J — Science and Education in a Totalitarian Regime: The Case of Slovakia. SCI &
EDU, V7 N3 P225-99 MAY 1998.

(review) Harvey C — “Reconstructing the regional economy: Industrial transformation and regional
development in Slovakia.” by Adrian Smith. GROWTH CHANGE 30: (2) 306-308 SPR
1999.

(review) Hoensch JK — “A history of Slovakia. The struggle for survival.” by S. Kirschbaum. JAHRB
GESCH OSTEUR 47: (2) 318-319 1999.

(review) Klima CA — “The history of Slovakia: The struggle for survival” by S. Kirschbaum.
SLAVIC E EUR J 43: (1) 240-243 SPR 1999.

(review) Klima CA — “The Czech and Slovak Republics: Nation versus state” by Carol Leff. SLAVIC
E EUR J 43: (1) 240-243 SPR 1999.

(review) Lewis P — “Politics and Government in the Visegrad Countries: Poland, Hungary, the Czech
Republic and Slovakia,” by John Fitzmaurice. EUROPE-ASIA STUD 51: (4) 716-717 JUN
1999.

Statement: The papers of Yeshayahu A. Jelinek

Yeshayahu A. Jelinek
Ben Gurion Research Institute

The papers of Yeshayahu A. Jelinek, covering years 1958-1998 were transferred to the
Archive of the Slovak National Museum, the Jewish Museum, Bratislava, Hviezdoslav Square.

The collection includes extensive correspondence with Slovak and Czech exiles in the
West (personalities like Lettrich, Kvetko, Mr. and Mrs. Josko, Ferdinand Dur&ansky, Strmen,
Stadko, and many others, some of them living today in Canada, the United States, Germany,
Switzerland, Austria and Slovakia.) Also are included letters from Jablonicky, Miklosko and
others.

A section deals with organizations (Society for History of Czechoslovak Jews in the
United States, Great Britain and Israel, SSA — foundation of the Association, Slovak Studies
Prize, debates about by-laws, edition policies of S/ovakia; Holocaust Survivors from Slovakia
{Martin Zapletal}, World Slovak Congress — concerning Jewish-Slovak relations in the West;
etc.). Covered are conferences on Slovak, Czechoslovak and Jewish-Slovak history in the
United States, Germany, the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Israel (including correspondence
relating to the AAASS first scholarly session devoted to the war-time Slovak state.)

Much of the material discusses the Holocaust of Slovak Jewry and the story of the
Slovak state.

Finally, Jelinek’s engagement in matters referring to the remembrance of Slovak Jewry,
to Slovak war criminals, to the lives of Jews from Czechoslovakia in Israel, in Czechoslovakia
and Slovakia and correspondence with persons originally from Czechoslovakia, Slovakia and
interested in Slovak Jewry. Also exchange with historians interested in Czechoslovak, Slovak
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and Slovak-Jewish matters living in the United States, Canada, Great Britain, France, Ger-
many, Austria, Australia, Italy, the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Israel.

The collection will be treated according to the prevailing rules of access to archival mate-
rial, including statutory closure. It covers some eighty cm.

Guide to the Jozef A. Mikus Fonds

M. Mark Stolarik (U. of Ottawa)
stolarik@uottawa.ca

The Guide to the Jozef a Mikus Fonds is now available for purchase for $15.00. The
Papers of this Slovak diplomat and scholar are now processed and available for
research in the Slovak archives of the University of Ottawa, Morisset Library, rm.
603, 65 University St., Ottawa, K1IN 6N5, Canada.

Book: The 1998 Parliamentary Elections and Democratic Rebirth in Slovakia

Kathryn Tatko
jaguarid@erols.com

Martin Butora, Grigorij Meseznikov, Zora Butorova and Sharon Fisher, eds.: The 1998 Parliamentary
Elections and Democratic Rebirth in Slovakia. Bratislava: Institute for Public Affairs, 1999.

This book is a collection of essays on the September 1998 Slovak parliamentary elections, a watershed
in the history of the young republic. Its authors who include some of Slovakia’s most prominent
political scientists, sociologists, and legal and foreign policy specialists trace the main contours of the
hard fought campaign, present the strategies and policy proposals of the various candidates and parties,
analyze in detail the results, and preview the opportunities and problems facing the new Slovak
government. The book also includes numerous charts, tables, and graphs; campaign posters; and vivid
photographs of rallies, mass meetings, and political demonstrations. But perhaps its most important
feature is the focus on the elections as a rebirth of democracy in a country that many feared was
slipping back into semi-authoritarianism in recent years. The book provides essential context for
understanding Slovakia s renewed efforts to secure membership in NATO and the European Union and
why its chances of gaining such membership are now better than ever.
$15.00 plus $1.98 for shipping and handling. Slovak American Society of Washington, DC,

c/o Jaguar Identification

3124 N. 10th Street

Arlington, VA 22201

Hillman Library, University of Pittsburgh, purchased the entire professional library of the late Slovak
linguist Jozef Orlovsky (1908-1990). The first 600 of the 2,000 titles have now been processed and are
available. The books and journals which focus on Slovak language and literature were published during
Orlovsky’s life and earlier. —M.V.
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Slovak Economy and Popular Perceptions

Martin Votruba (U. of Pittsburgh)
votruba “at” pitt “dot” edu

A recent opinion poll in Slovakia showed a general drop in preferences for all the major parties,
including the HZDS, by comparison to the 1998 elections. The first table shows the percentages
recalculated for the adult population at large; the second table shows the percentages of those who said
they would vote and had a preference in the recent poll, and the actual parliamentary election results in
1998. According to the MVK polling agency,

Robert Fico’s new ‘“Direction” party has attracted Whose party is it now?

former SDK voters in the first place, then the 11/99 poll 9/98 elections
voters of the SDL’ and SOP. Ivan Mjartan’s tiny HZDS 19.8% 22.5%
new Party of the Democratic Center had the SDK 9.5% 22.0%
greatest influx from the former HZDS voters. | Fic0 9.2% -
Pavel Haulik, director of the MVK polling agency, | Magyar 7.7% 7.6%
told Pravda on Nov. 22, 1999, that the preferences SbC 5.7% 12.2%
for the SOP were close to 5% of those who knew | Mijartan 2.9% -
what party they would choose and that the SNS re- SOpP ? 6.7%
tained roughly only a third of its 1998 voters (he SNS ? 7.6%

said the same about the SDL> and SOP which — in

Percentages based on the population at large

view of the actually published numbers — suggests that he was quoted as making a very imprecise

generalization about the poll results). Actual percentages for the SOP and SNS were not published.

While a drop in support is common between elections, as is a degree of disappoint-

ment with a current government, the key -
. ; b 559% of Whose party is it now?
SDK lost favors wit % of its voters -
’ 11/99 poll 9/98 elections
and so did its coalition partners. At the
HzDS 25.8% 27.0%
same time, the poll shows that two of the
] SDK 12.4% 26.3%
constants of Slovak post-communist -
liti i1l ly A th lativel bl Fico 12.0% :
olitics still a n the relatively stable
P PP Y Magyar 8.8% 9.1%
support for the HZDS and for the Magyar
sbL 7.5% 14.7%
party. The HZDS lost only about 10% of 5
) o Mjartan 3.8% -
its 1998 voters. Opinion polls usually
. SOP ? 8.0%
underestimated the support for the
SNS ? 9.1%

HZDS, except before the 1998 elections.

However, the people dissatisfied with the

Percentages based on the decided voters only

Dzurinda government are not switching to the HZDS. Rather, they place their hopes

in newcomers like Fi cod s oDi

undecided, or say they would not vote.
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The current government has one area it could try to tap to gain more support, if it is

able to convert its appreciation by the West to

increased foreign investment. That fi if handled | Per-capita foreign investment

well i might provide a sudden perceptible boost December 1998
to the standard of living at the time when the | g|gvakia $339
public may be deciding about its political future Poland $920
again. Slovakia remained heavily under-invested

. Czech R. $1,173
through the end of 1998 by comparison to the
other Visegrad group members. Hungary $2,014

But the boost would need to be significant, for two perceptual reasons.

The domestic purchasing power of the Slovaks has been the third fastest growing
among the post-communist countries: surpassed only by Poland and Slovenia. By
the end of 1998, Sl ovakiads real GDP was 131% of what

the last year of the Federation (by comparison,

the Czech real GDP in 1998 was 121% of what it Per-capita GDP, 1998
was in 1992). That is to say that the Slovak Purchasing Power Parity
population has experienced a rapid increase of | Slovenia $12,341
its  purchasing power with very little | czech R. $10,787
acknowledgment, partly because the majority, Hungary $8,879
including almost all of the national private -

. . , . .Slovakia $8,391
media, were strongly displeased with Meli ar p-s
politics and reluctant to give his government Poland $6,975
credit for anything. The economic progress may | Croatia $5,808

have beenaresul t of the gover nmenuiids retent prad

of many aspects of the economic policy of the

Bulgaria $4,414

former Federation, or achieved by measures
which could prove counter-productive later. Nevertheless, the influential opposition
media did not discuss any of the possible explanations. Rather, they shunned the

growth.

The other perceptual issue for the Slovaks is their decades-old inclination to com-
pare themselves almost exclusively to the Czech Republic or, to a more limited de-
gr ee, to the West. This tendency perpetuates Slovaks?®
nomic and social indicators fi like those of its neighbors to the south, east and
north i have been lower than those of its western neighbors such as the Czech Re-
public and Austria for at least several centuries. Given the current gap and the over-
all situation in Central Europe, this is unlikely to change in the foreseeable future.
Relative to its geographic neighbors, Slovakia has occupied a stable economic posi-
tion for decades, even centuries. Like 150 years ago, Slovakia currently stands

ahead of Poland (and Ukraine), it is comparable to Hungary (in the last decades of
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the Habsburg Empire, Slovakia i informally called the Upper Country then i was
the most economically advanced region of the Kingdom of Hungary, excepting Bu-

dapest, according to Hungarian historians), and it is behind the Czech Republic and

Austria. But the 70 years of Czechoslovakia have established Bohemia as Slovaki a 8 s

primary frame of reference. As a result, the Slovak media consistently compare Slo-

vaki ads economy and standard of gublic.iMogovdr,cit t hos e
tends to be done sloppily, with an implied assumption that their economies were
identical when both countries were one. A recent example of that was an article in
the newspaper Sme (Aug. 9, 1999) which lamented the economic differences
between  Slovakia
and the Czech Re- Per-capita GDP Year-on-year GDP
public after the Purchasing Power Parity Nominal US$
Slovak and  Czech Slovakia Czech R. Slovakia Czech R.
separation. Sme
never noted that 1990 $7,317 $9,526 -2.5% -1.2%
Slov a ki a & ssmye [c18% $6,438 $8,721 -14.6% -11.5%
was farther behind | 1992 $6,368 $8,951 -6.5% -3.3%
Czech economy
. 1993 $6,288 $9,273 -3.7% 0.6%
before the split,
that it has grown 1994 $6,727 $9,794 4.9% 3.2%
faster since, | 1995 $7,274 $10,531 6.9% 6.4%
narrowed the gap, | 1994 $7,018 $11,211 6.6% 3.9%
and that i unlike
the Cgechs and 1997 $8,585 $11,566 6.5% 1.0%
Hungarians A the | 1998 $8,391 $10,787 4.4% -2.7%
Slovaks were
actually better off in 1997 than they were in 1989.
The Dzurinda government projects lower growth for 1999, its first full year in office
(the Economist predicts zero growth). Even if growth picks up later, both the popula-
tionds wunacknowledged experience of faster gr owt
well-established perceptual singularity in Slovakia, namely the focus on Bohemia as
the exclusive standard of reference, will be difficult obstacles to overcome for the
current government, unl ess it manages to ¢give SI
timed boost before a future election.
With thanks to Kevin Krause for his advice and c

economyandpopul ar perceptions. o
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The Slovak Studies Association Is on the Web!

Mark Lauersdorf, SSA Webmaster
mrildorf@open.org
The Slovak Studies Association now has an official presence on the World Wide Web. The

web project was discussed and approved at the annual meeting of the SSA during the AAASS
convention in St. Louis in November (see the minutes of the annual meeting in this
newsletter), and Mark Lauersdorf was appointed webmaster for the Association. Although this
project is in its infancy, it is hoped that, with time and the help of SSA members, it will grow to
be a valuable resource for scholars of Slovak Studies and a worthy electronic representative
of the Association. The initial version of the website contains information and materials that
are designed to increase the visibility of the organization, and the general field of Slovak
Studies, among up-and-coming scholars interested in Slovak topics as well as among
scholars in other disciplines looking for colleagues with Slovak expertise. The following is a
rough outline of the current format of the site:

- a homepage with basic introductory information about the SSA and a menu from which the following

options can be selected:

e the names and contact coordinates of the elected SSA officers (to allow prospective members and
colleagues in other disciplines to find us)

e personal bibliographies of SSA members listing their scholarly presentations and publications in the
field of Slovak Studies, submitted voluntarily by the members (to show prospective members and
colleagues in other disciplines the scope of our work)

e copies of work in Slovak Studies completed by current students studying or researching in any area
of the field (to encourage younger scholars to pursue research in Slovak Studies, and to provide a
forum for them to disseminate their work that would otherwise remain unknown)

e links to websites of official teaching and research institutions in Slovakia (to provide easy access to
information concerning our Slovak colleagues and their work in Slovakia)

| encourage all of you to visit the website (address listed below) and browse through its
pages. Consider what you might be able to contribute to the categories listed above (a
bibliography of your own work in Slovak Studies, meritorious work that one of your students
would like to have posted, a link to a professional website in Slovakia that you have found
particularly helpful for your work). If you are unsure of the appropriateness of the information
that you are considering submitting, follow the guidelines for each category as listed on the
pages of the website, or write to the webmaster to discuss your

submission. Dr. Mark R. Lauersdorf
712 Gentle Court West
Monmouth, OR 97361-1113

mridorf@open.org

Material for posting to the site can be submitted to the
webmaster by e-mail or by traditional mail at the addresses:

Please consult the “Guidelines for Submissions” as
stated on the website before sending your materials.

The official website of the Slovak Studies Association can be found at the following address:

http://www.open.org/“mrldorf/ssa/
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G radwuate p r oje<ct s
Christian Boulanger (Free U. of Berlin) i A comparison of Hungarian and Slovak
constitutional development after 198@dua®@aionst t

socio-historical structures. boulang@zedat.fu-berlin.de

Karen Buerkle (U. of California, San Diego) fi The structure of voluntary
associations in Slovakia and the Czech Republic from 1918 to the present.
kbuerkle@ucsd.edu

Zsuzsa Csergo (Washigton U.) fi Linguistic territoriality in Romania and Slovakia.

csergo@gwu.edu

David Doellinger (U. of Pittsburgh) i Religious-based opposition groups in
Slovakia and East Germany before 1989. dpdst3+@pitt.edu

Sharon Fisher (U. of London) fi Nationalism and state-building in Slovakia and
Croatia. fisher@ibm.com

Eben Friedman (U. of California, San Diego) fi Ethnic politics and the political
Gy psi es Gfriedna@uSsd.edua ki a and

o

integration of Roma (

Madeline Greenlick (U. of Pittsburgh) i Microcredit lending for Roma minority in
Slovakia. magst78+@pitt.edu

Anna Grzymala -Busse (HarvardU.) A 0 Redeeming the Past: thEhe Rei n\y
Communi st Successor Parties in East Central Eur
regeneration of the communist successor parties in the Czech Republic,

Slovakia, Poland and Hungary. agrzymalabusse@brook.edu

Eva Jen kins (U. of Miami) i The relationship among norms, identity and national

security in Slovakia. esjenkins@aol.com

Erin Jenne (Stanford U.) i A comparative study of Slovakia and Moravia in the
period preceding Slovak and Czech independence. erink@leland.Stanford.edu

Kevin Krause (U. of Notre Dame) fi State, party and nation in Slovakia and the
Czech Republic. krause.4@nd.edu

Robert Metil (U. of Pittsburgh) fi Carpatho-Rusyn minority folk-song and cultural

organizations in East Slovakia.

Joan Mohr (U. of Pittsburgh) i The Czechoslovak Legions during World War 1.
76550.1256@CompuServe.com

Charles Sabatos (U. of Michigan) i An authorized translation of Vel ne je zelenyé

a novel by Pavel Vilikovsky. csabatos@hotmail.com
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The Roma in Slovakia and Macedonia:
Explaining the Political Integration of Minorities

Eben Friedman (U. of California, San Diego; currently in Kogice)
efriedma@ucsd.edu

The Roma are nowhere independently capable of upsetting political stability, and
they have no homeland state to negotiate on their behalf. Nonetheless, state treat-
ment of Roma since the collapse of Communism has varied from officially sanc-
tioned discrimination (as in the Slovak Republic) to full citizenship and clear gov-

ernmental attempts at conciliation (as in the Republic of Macedonia).

My working hypothesis is that the difference between Slovak and Macedonian official
treatments of Roma has stemmed from divisions within the ethnic Macedonian
population not salient in the ethnic Slovak population. As a result of a combination
of t hese political di visions and t h e bamiarb i
minority, political parties of the titular nationality have formed ruling coalitions with

ethnic Albanian parties. Threatened from within the ethnic Macedonian population

by rival political parties and from

. . ) SLOVAKIA
w1t‘h$)ut by t}.1e ethnic AlbarTlans, Total Population = 5 400 000
political - parties of the titular Ethnic group Population | % of total
nationality grant rights to the Roma
qua stateless minority in the hope of Slovaks 4627 800 85.7
securing loyal allies both against | Magyars (Hungarians) | 567 000 10.5
other segments of the titular Roma 75 800 15
population and against the largest
ethnic minority. In similar fashion, Ruthenians 17200 03
the low level of Romani political in- | Ukrainians 13 300 0.2

tegration in Slovakia can be ex- The Gypsy Research Centre (Paris) estimates

plained in terms of the concentration  Slovakia’s Romani population to be

of the ethnic Slovak vote in a single between 480 000 - 520 000.

political party and the relative qQquiescence

While ethnic Macedonians account for approximately 60% of the total population of
Macedonia and ethnic Slovaks constitute roughly 85% of the total population of
Slovakia, in neither country does a single political party command the assent of the

majority of the titular nationality.

Whereas the political integration of most minorities can be explained in terms of
their ability to impose unacceptable costs on the state in which they reside either
directly or with the help of a sympathetic homeland state, the political integration of
stateless minorities follows a different logic. In the case of minorities capable of

imposing sufficiently high costs (or which have a homeland state capable of so do-
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ing), concessions intended to preserve political stability and territorial integrity risk
becoming o6the thin end of a we ddeentine Wdth efthe c oul d u
objectives for which the concessions were made. With stateless minorities, on the
other hand, securing loyalty to the regime is a relatively simple matter, requiring
only that the titular nationalityds otifeehmn of pol i
cooperation against the host state on the side of any of the other minorities living
within that desst &@Hue, Gwherehso the granting of rights to Macedonian
Serbs, Turks, or (especially) Albanians creates a potential foothold for nationalist
agitation by those minorities and their respective homeland states, the political

integration of Roma at once brings Roma to the side of the Macedonian state (and

thus of its titular nationality) while pre- MACEDONIA

Total Population =2 075 196
Ethnic group | Population | % of total

venting them from becoming part of the

problem created by Albanian mobilization

against that state.

Macedonians 1288 330 66.5
As the largest ethnic minority in Macedonia,

Albanians are the group most capable of Albanians 442914 229
imposing unacceptable costs on the Mace- | Turks 77 252 4
donian state. Agitation by the Albanian Roma 43 732 53
diaspora in and around Macedonia as well

Serbs 39 260 2

as official statements of the Albanian

government have led ethnic Macedonians to  The Gypsy Research Centre (Paris) esti-
mates Macedonia's Romani population to

view the threat posed by Albanian mobi-
be 220 000 - 260 000.

lization as real. In the Albanian enclaves of

Kosovo and western Macedonia, Romani-speaking Muslim Roma sometimes assimi-

late linguistically into the ethnic Albanian population and declare themselves

Al bani an. Thus, a fear of 0 A Hebliz rbotla nhie zaliticalo n 6 s e e
integration of Roma in post-Communi st Macedoni a and Communi s

introduction of the Romani language into state schools.

The political parties in Slovakia and Macedonia derive their support overwhelmingly
from an identifiable ethnic group. In both Slovakia and Macedonia, the count r y 6 s
largest ethnic minority has constituted a voting bloc since the first post-Communist
elections in 1990. In Macedonia, Albanian parties have generally held over half the
number of seats in parliament held by the ethnic Macedonian party with the largest
number of seats. In Slovakia, on the other hand, ethnic Hungarians held less than a
third the number of parliamentary seats held by the leading Slovak party until
1998. Thus, the strength of the largest Slovak party relative both to other Slovak
parties and to Magyar parties resulted in no perception of a need to secure Romani

loyalty.
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One Flew East, One Flew West... voters stayed in Central Europe

The English-language media have carried several highly positive reports on Slovakia since
the current government took over a year ago. Most unexpectedly, the usually restrained
Foreign Report suggested early 2001 as a possible date for Slovakia’s accession to NATO.
However, public opinion in Slovakia may become an issue in Slovakia’s accession, especially
since the current ruling coalition — while it was still in opposition — accused the Meciar gov-
ernment of sidetracking the referendum on Slovakia’s policy concerning NATO membership.
Under Vladimir Meciar, the opposition hoped that the referendum it initiated would produce a
clear ‘yes’ to NATO, thereby highlighting the government’s botched record of dealing with the
West and demonstrating it to be contrary to the wishes of the majority of the population.

If a referendum were held today, it would probably produce the reverse outcome.
Mikula$ Dzurinda’s government would likely be shown as pursuing NATO membership with-
out a popular mandate. Given the former opposition’s emphasis on the referendum on NATO
as the voice of popular will, the same parties — now in government — may find it difficult to
ignore the prevailing antipathy toward NATO.

Fortunately for the Dzurinda government, negotiations about Slovakia’s possible
NATO membership are not imminent. Before a further expansion of NATO becomes a topical
issue, popular opinion, as well as the governments, may change both in Slovakia and in the
US. The following pages bring together the Foreign Report article, opinion polls on Slovakia’s

NATO membership and a statement by Congress on policy toward Slovakia. —M.V.

A
Miracle in Bratislava

he Slovaks only took a year. After
defeating the populist former prime
minister, Vladimir Megiar, in elections
on September 25th-26th, the centrist
coalition headed by the new prime minister,
Mikulad Dzurinda, has made significant
progress in dismantling Medéiar’s unsavory
legacy and normalizing Slovak politics.
Dzurinda and his respected foreign minister,
Eduard Kukan, have also greatly improved this
Central  European  country’s  once-dim
prospects of joining NATO and the European
Union.
Following a meeting with President Bill
Clinton in Washington on September 21st,
Dzurinda indicated that Clinton had

A

Foreign Report, October 21, 1999
Jane’s Information Group Limited

“confirmed NATO‘s open-door policy and
clearly said Slovakia has the best chance of
becoming the next member”. On October 6th,
Slovakia took a step closer after parliament
approved the government’s plan for joining
NATO. The National Program for NATO Ac-
cession is based on a membership action plan
approved by NATO in Washington earlier this
year. It will be assessed by NATO in March
and could lead to accession taking place by
early 2001. “Slovakia wants to become a
member as soon as possible”, foreign minister
Kukan said last week.

Later this month, the European Commis-
sion in Brussels is expected to publish its an-
nual review of the 11 countries petitioning to
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join the EU. Statements from senior EU offi-
cials suggest that Slovakia’s new government
— which has sought strongly to reorient itself
with the West, in contrast to Meciar who
sought closer relations with Russia — will get
favorable mention. The Slovaks are hoping
that this will translate into Slovakia being
elevated to the first group of applicants to join
the EU, either later this year, at the Helsinki
summit in December, or early next year.

Quick reforms

Although the EU may conclude that one
year is too short a time for Slovakia to prove it
has turned over a new leaf, the government in
Bratislava does deserve some congratulation.
In trade policy, regulations have been brought
into line with the EU, and Mediar’s
controversial methods of privatization have
been tightened up. In September, it allowed the
privatization of banks, the post office, the
telephone company and the oil and gas indus-
tries.

With an eye on the ballooning budget and
current account deficits, Meciar’s ambitious
public spending program has been frozen. The
government is also holding firm with its tough
austerity package, despite a demonstration last
week by some 40,000 people in Bratislava
protesting against the reduction in living stan-
dards.

Last week, Slovakia won praise from next-
door Hungary for its new, more tolerant policy
towards the large Hungarian minority. Last
month the EU welcomed Slovakia’s decision
to shut down two reactors at the V1 block of
the Jaslovské Bohunice nuclear power plant
between 2006-2008, indicating Slovakia might
be entitled to a Euro20m ($21m) loan to assist
with the closures.
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“Just gypsies”

A right-wing nationalist, Jan Slota, an ally
of Meciar, was removed as chairman of the
legislative oversight committee for the Slovak
intelligence service (SIS) and as leader of the
Slovak National Party. It was Slota who,
earlier this year, called on Slovaks to “level
Budapest to the ground” and said he would
never consent to the Romany people being
officially defined as an ethnic community
because they “are just gypsies who steal, rob,
and pilfer”. His successor, Anna Malikov4, has
to be an improvement; although she confirmed
the Slovak National Party’s alliance with
Meciar’s party, the Movement for a
Democratic Slovakia. Malikova claims to
“respect” the Hungarian and Romany minori-
ties.

Slota’s removal from the SIS makes it
more likely that Meciar will have to testify in a
number of cases before the courts concerning
SIS activities while he was prime minister and
his friend lvan Lexa was in charge. Until last
week, Meciar claimed he could not testify be-
cause the oath he took on assuming office
barred him from revealing government secrets.
However, the new SIS head, Vladimir Mitro,
has now said Me¢iar’s oath no longer holds.

This means he can now be questioned
about the 1995 abduction of the son of Presi-
dent Michal Kovéag. Lexa’s former deputy,
Jaroslav Svechota, who confessed to in-
volvement in the abduction, claimed earlier
this year that Meciar was its “architect”. He
also spoke of an SIS report which elaborates
three ways in which Meciar’s government
could remove President Kova¢ from office.
Meciar’s response has been to say he will go

on hunger strike if forced to testify.

Patricia A. Krafcik, The Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA 98505
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Our prediction: If he does, sympathy from short supply.

Slovakia’s tough new government will be in

Slovaks on NATO and on the European Union

Slovakia’s current government has NATO and EU membership as its important goals. The US gives
verbal support to their efforts, most recently during Prime Minister Mikula§ Dzurinda’s visit to
Washington and Secretary of State Madeleine Albright’s lightning stopover in Bratislava in November
1999. The population of Slovakia is divided on the issue. Popular support for both NATO and EU
membership was greater during Vladimir Medéiar’s premiership than it is now. Any enthusiasm for
NATO has been no-

ticeably smaller than | Should Slovakia.. 10/99 | 6/99 | 1/99 | 4/98 | 10/97
for the EU from the .join NATO?
start, and it took a | YES 39% 35% 42% 58% 52%
nose-dive as NATO | No 50% | 53% | 41% @ 31%  35%
was getting ready to -
.join the EU?

bomb Kosovo and d
Serbia. While about YES 66% 66% 62% 79% 74%

NO 25% 24% 22% 11% 14%

two-thirds  of  the
population have remained constant supporters of EU membership in the past two years, the number of
those opposed to the EU grew during the air-raids, as well. The numbers in the table are from a series
of IVO opinion polls. —M.V.

Americans on Slovakia’ s NATO Member ship

The most recent US opl_nlon Did the Americans want NATO to include...

polls on NATO expansion were

carried out in early 1998 when March 1998 February 1998

the US media brought mostly YES | NO | Index | YES | NO | Index
critical reports on Slovakia Poland? 65% | 16% +49 | 2% | 21% +51
during Meciar’s premiership. In | Hungary? 59% | 20% | +39 | 70% | 21% | +49
February 1998 the respondents Czech R.? 56% 24% +32 63% 2504 +38
were asked by Gallup whether "o oo 529 | 25% | +27 | 61% | 28% @ +33
they supported the inclusion of

the given countries in NATO in Baltics? 51% | 26% ¥25 | 54% | 31% +23
view of the US obligation to Slovakia? 49% | 28% +21 | 51% | 34% +17
help defend its members, and in Slovenia? 45% 30% +15 47% 29% +18
March 1998 the respondents Bulgaria? 55% 27% +28
were simply asked by Program Ukraine? 57% | 30% +27
on International Policy Russia? 519% | 41% +10

Attitudes, The German Marshall
Plan of the US, whether they were for the inclusion of the given countries. —M.V.
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The Rich, the Degreed and the Liberal

Slovakia’s American
Friends

during Meciar’s
Premiership

This table shows a
breakdown of the attitudes
to Slovakia’s NATO
membership among the
Americans from the March
1998 poll quoted earlier.

The respondents were
asked:

“If NATO is expanded to
include Poland, Hungary,
and the Czech Republic,
would you favor or oppose
further expansion to
include each of the
following countries?

“— How about Slovakia,
formerly part of
Czechoslovakia?”

The poll showed a similar
balance of opinion on the
admission of other ex-
communist countries. —
M.V.
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Who in the US wanted Slovakia to join NATO?

Yes No It depends Don’t know
Male 53% 30% 1 16
Female 46% 25% 1 28
White 52% 25% 1 21
Black 26% 43% 2 28
Hispanic 41% 42% 1 16
<HS 27% 32% 2 39
HS graduate 48% 28% 1 23
Some college 52% 30% 2 17
College graduate 58% 26% 1 16
Post graduate 68% 17% 2 12
East 51% 26% 2 20
Midwest 55% 21% 2 22
South 44% 32% * 23
West 49% 28% 1 23
Republican 52% 27% 1 20
Democrat 48% 28% 1 24
Independent 54% 30% 2 14
< $15,000 37% 27% 2 34
$15,000-19,999 46% 31% 1 22
$20,000-29,999 46% 34% 3 18
$30,000-49,999 55% 26% 1 19
$50,000-74,999 52% 26% 2 20
$75,000+ 63% 24% 1 12
Liberal 60% 26% 1 14
Moderate 49% 26% 3 23
Conservative 46% 33% 1 20
18-29 years old 49% 36% 2 12
30-39 57% 24% 1 18
40-49 58% 24% 1 17
50-59 51% 25% * 24
60-69 42% 26% 0 32
70+ 29% 27% 4 40
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Congress on US Policy toward Slovakia

On November 16, 1999, the House of Representatives passed Resolution HCON 165 IH “Expressing
United States policy toward the Slovak Republic.” 404 Representatives voted for the Resolution (202
Republicans, 201 Democrats, 1 independent), 12 opposed it (11 R, 1 D) and 17 did not vote (8 R
including Richard Gephardt, 9 D). It was originally submitted on July 29, 1999 by John Mica, R-FL,
and referred to the Committee on International Relations. —M.V.

106th Congress, 1st Session
H. CON. RES. 165, in the House of Representatives

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
EXPRESSING UNITED STATES POLICY TOWARD THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring).
Section 1. Findings.
The Congress finds the following:

(1) Elections held in May 1999 brought the first ever popularly elected President of the Slovak
Republic to office and demonstrated the commitment of the Slovak people to full economic reforms,
democratic government, and western ideals.

(2) The parliamentary elections held in September 1998 brought to office a coalition government in the
Slovak Republic which has shown its commitment to economic reforms through economic austerity
measures approved in May 1999, increased foreign investments through privatization of markets that
were formerly state controlled, and discipline in government and currency policies.

(3) The Government of the Slovak Republic formed after the elections of September 1998 has renewed
efforts to ensure the proper treatment of its citizens, regardless of ethnic background, including those of
ethnic Hungarian background through the placement of three ethnic Hungarians in the cabinet of the
Government (including the Deputy Premier for Human and Minority Rights), and through the passage
of the Minority Language Use Act on July 10, 1999, in accordance with European Union guidelines,
which will take effect on September 1, 1999, to protect the rights of all citizens.

(4) The Government of the Slovak Republic has made Slovakia's integration into pan-European and
trans-Atlantic institutions, including the European Union and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO), the highest foreign policy priority, and through active participation with the Visegrad Four,
the Slovak Republic has undertaken efforts to promote stability in the region.

(5) The Government of the Slovak Republic has stated its continuing support for the mission of NATO
in supporting democratization and stability across Europe, and the Government demonstrated its
commitment to these principles by fully cooperating with NATO during the recent conflict in Kosovo,
allowing NATO full access to Slovak airspace, highways, and railways.

(6) The Slovak Republic subsequently provided military engineers to assist the peacekeeping force of
NATO in Kosovo (KFOR), approved a $2,000,000 humanitarian aid package for Kosovo, and housed
over 100 refugees from the conflict.

(7) The Government of the Slovak Republic has continually worked to retain civilian control of its
military through participation with NATO forces and has been an active participant in the Partnership-
for-Peace program.

(8) The Slovak Republic has provided military personnel for participation in and support of
multinational peacekeeping operations such as the United Nations operations in Rwanda and Liberia.

Section 2. Policy toward the Slovak Republic.
It is the policy of the United States—

(1) to promote the development in the Slovak Republic of a market-based economy and a democratic
government that respects the rights of all of its citizens, regardless of ethnic background; and

(2) to support the eventual integration of the Slovak Republic into pan-European and trans-Atlantic
economic and security institutions.
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Section 3. Sense of the Congress.
It is the sense of the Congress that—

(1) the Government of the Slovak Republic formed after the elections of September 1998 is to be
commended—

(A) for its efforts to address the issue of proper treatment of its citizens, regardless of ethnic
background, particularly those of ethnic Hungarian background;

(B) for its efforts to improve the economic situation in the Slovak Republic and for its efforts to
accelerate the privatization of state-owned enterprises in a fair and transparent process; and

(C) for its support for the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in the recent conflict in Kosovo;

(2) the Government of the Slovak Republic should continue to implement programs that may qualify
the Slovak Republic for entrance into the European Union and NATO and is to be commended for its
continued support of the NATO effort to ensure stability and democratization across Europe; and

(3) the United States should support efforts for the eventual integration of the Slovak Republic into
pan-European and trans-Atlantic institutions and should view such integration as an important factor in
consolidating democratic government and economic stability in the Slovak Republic.

The Slovak History and Culture Conference

The National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library in Cedar Rapids, lowa, organized “The
Slovak History and Culture Conference” on October 29-30, 1999, its first specifically Slovak
conference. As many as eight SSA members gave papers at the conference, listed here in the
scheduled order: T. Mills Kelly - “Whose Slovakia? Which Slovakia? The Evolution of Slovak
National History”; Bruce Garver - “Modernism in Art and Architecture among Moravian
Czechs and Slovaks at the Turn of the Century”; Don Bustion - “Promoting the History of
Slovakia and Slovak-Americans: Thoughts toward an Action Plan”; Ladislaus Bolchazy -
“Where Do We Go from Here? Creating New Heritage for Export: Books as Our Best Cultural
Ambassadors”; M. Mark Stolarik - “The Slovak-American Experience: Building Communities
in the New World”; Helene Cincebeaux - “The Role of Folk Traditions in Sustaining Ethnic
Identity”; Joan Mohr - “Founding Fathers: The Czecho-Slovak Legion in Siberia, 1918-19207;
Martin Votruba - “Standardization of Slovak Language and its Political and Cultural
Implications”. Ambassador Martin Butora and others spoke, too. The conference had an
impressively high turnout. Many people drove for hours and stayed at the local hotels to
attend. On some occasions, a total of up to 100 people were present at two concurrent
lectures. The museum was started by the local Czech-Americans under the name
Czechoslovak and was renamed after the split. The size of the Museum and its exhibits are a
credit to highly successful fundraising by Director Daniel Baldwin and his staff who empha-
sized their interest to represent both the “Slovak” and “Czech” parts of its name, although the
local area has had little Slovak immigration. —M.V.
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T h e N

The Prospects for
Schuster’s Slovakia

Michael J. Kopanic
Penn State U.
mjkopanic@hotmail.com

As expected, on 29 May 1999,
Rudolf  Schuster  defeated
former Prime Minister Vladimir
Meciar in the run-off elections
for the Slovak presidency.
Official results from the Central
Electoral Commission show
that Schuster garnered 57.18%
of the vote, compared with
42.82% for Meciar. Voter
turnout was 75.5%. All the
major opinion polls had proven
fairly accurate in predicting the
outcome.

e w P r

Slovak crown found a new
bottom against the dollar —
even lower than 46 crowns to
the dollar at one point. The
drop prompted the Central
Bank to prop up the currency,
as nervous domestic investors

were buying safer foreign
monies. With Schuster’s
victory, it is hoped that

financial stability will return
and aid in the gradual path to
economic solvency and
measured growth.

On 15 June 1999, Rudolf
Schuster was officially sworn in
as Slovakia’s second President
since it became independent in
1993. The 65-year-old

e S

i d e n t
results “a  victory  for
democracy.” The resounding

victory gave the current gov-
ernment a vote of confidence
from the people to continue
along its path of reforming the
country and moving closer to
the West.

Unburied hatchet

However, despite the elections,
Slovak society remains split on
its vision for the future. Meciar
has by no means disappeared
from the political horizon.

While the election results and
the ensuing regional support of
nearby countries bodes well for
Slovakia’s foreign relations,

Meciar’s absence from

Although the President’s
powers are largely
ceremonial, the le-
gitimacy derived from

The article, provided for this Newsletter,
appeared in Central Europe Review
on July 1,
developments up to that date.

1999, and

reflects the

the inauguration cere-
mony signals a
bitterness  about the
outcome of the elections
and a refusal to bury the

direct elections  will
most likely increase the power
and prestige of the office. In the
past, the President has met with
foreign dignitaries and ap-
proved various appointments
and legislation. But unlike
those in the United States, his
vetoes were spineless, because
the Slovak Parliament could
override a veto with a simple
majority.

Financial and currency markets
had watched the elections
closely. Over the past few
weeks, the Slovak stock market
remained unsettled and hit new
lows as investors awaited the
outcome of the elections. The

President is the first ever
chosen by popular vote in
Slovakia.

Attending the ceremony were
dignitaries from a host of
neighboring countries, includ-
ing Czech President Véclav
Havel, as well as local mayors
and other guests from across
Slovakia. Schuster’s defeated
foe, former Prime Minister
Vladimir Meciar, declined to
attend the occasion.

Schuster enjoyed the support of
the current government and
Slovak Prime Minister Mikulas
Dzurinda termed the election

hatchet.

Unlike the American tradition
of gentlemanly congratulations
after  political ~ campaigns,
Slovakia’s  political  rivals
remain deeply divided and
personally offended. In the US,
foes are often hobnobbing with
one another at a cocktail party
even right after elections.
Politicians in Slovakia have not
yet learned the custom of
accepting a setback with grace.

Not much of a campaign ensued
after the first round of the
presidential elections ended in
mid-May. Only a few small
rallies took place across
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Slovakia in late May. The
campaign was also muddied by
an assassination threat against
Schuster and a court case
involving the former head of
Slovak intelligence, Ivan Lexa,
in the abduction of former
President Kovag¢’s son. Another
lawsuit claimed Schuster had
supported movements which
violated human rights.
Supporters of both candidates
launched an  antagonistic
barrage of vitriolic attacks

against their opponents on
billboards  throughout  the
country.

Schuster won because most
who had voted for other can-
didates in the first round en-
couraged their voters to back
Schuster. The former actress
who came in third in the initial
elections, Magda Vasaryova,
urged her supporters to vote for
Schuster and helped tip the
scales in Schuster’s favor.

Schuster refused to meet his
rival in a live television debate
scheduled for 19 May on
Slovak Television. Meciar’s
legal aides cried foul and
argued that the move violated
electoral laws.

Instead, each candidate an-
swered a series of questions in
separate  sittings.  Although
Schuster contended he did not
wish to divide the country with
more invective, he obviously
knew that Mec¢iar would
probably best him in a one-on-
one political debate, since the
former prime minister is a
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talented and charismatic
speaker.
In  his inaugural speech,

Schuster stressed his interest in
guiding Slovakia on “a way
towards prosperity.” He called
for a renewal of mutual trust
among individuals, various
social groups, ethnic Slovaks
and those of other nationalities
in Slovakia.

From the balcony of the
presidential palace, Schuster
addressed the gathered crowd,
saying, “I want to be the
President of all citizens of
Slovakia. All of you are equally
close and dear to me.”

Schuster also made an appeal to
those who did not vote for him
to join together in building a
better Slovakia. Thus far, the
opposition has not heeded the
call, but the current government
has also aroused ire by
zealously seeking out illegal
activities by former members of
Meciar’s government.

Social rifts

Several experts have pointed
out that the political rift which
has ripped apart Slovak society
over the past few years is part
of a larger division between the
countryside and the urban
population. A pair of sociolo-
gists from the Slovak Academy
of Sciences, Jan Bun¢ék and
Valentina Harmadyova, point
out that Slovakia is not
experiencing a classical left-
right conflict as in many
countries, for people on both
ends of the political spectrum
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are in both the opposition and
the current government (CTK,
12-13 June 1999).

Rather, the split is characterized
by an urban-rural dual which
pits those who prefer Slovakia
to have a  pro-Western
orientation against those who
believe Slovakia should follow
its own path of transition away
from the  remnants  of
Communism. The former view
— and that of the current
government — prefers closer
ties with the EU and NATO,
while the latter tends to be more
nationalistic, self-absorbed and
leans closer to the Russian bear.

The new government is cur-
rently engineering a minority
language law in the hope that it
can satisfy both the EU and the
national minorities in Slovakia.
Now that Slovakia has a
President and appears to be
steaming along with the
Western democracies, it ap-
pears more likely that Slovakia
may join the top group of can-
didates trying to obtain
membership in the European
Union.

But all that can change in less
than four years, when new
parliamentary elections  will
take place. Despite the fact that
the current President has won
and vows to cooperate with the
present government and EU
countries, it must be kept in
mind that these victories can
quickly turn sour.

Schuster won despite the pas-
sage of an austerity program
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just a few days before the
presidential elections. By rais-
ing some prices and cutting
government expenditures,
Slovakia hopes to appease the
West, lure foreign investment,
and smooth its path to
European integration. If
Slovakia’s new leaders do not
produce positive economic
changes in Slovakia over the
next three and a half years,
however, Meciar and the op-
position will revive their popu-
larity. They remain a force to
be reckoned with.

One observer has pointed out
that without the support of the
Hungarian minority, the current

have formed, nor could it have
won the presidency. If the
Hungarians jumped ship from
the coalition along with just a
few thousand Slovaks, the
current opposition could be
thrust into power again.

I am already hearing complaints
about the new government’s
policies in letters coming from
acquaintances in Slovakia. A
firm 75% of Slovak citizens
opposed the government’s
willingness to allow NATO to
use Slovak air space in the
Yugoslav ~ campaign.  The
coming bitter economic
medicine will hardly be easier
to swallow.

On the positive side, the current
government coalition has thus
far been able to find common
ground despite their internal
disagreements. The immediate
fear of Meciar’s return may
well continue to hold them to-
gether and keep them from
engaging in petty quarrels: all
must keep in mind the larger
picture.

If he plays his cards right,
President Schuster could act as
the glue which helps hold the
government together and se-
cures the support of the people
through these next few critical
years in the development of de-
mocracy in Slovakia.

coalition government could not

Installation of the President of the Slovak Republic
June 15, 1999 in Bratislava

M. Mark Stolarik (U. of Ottawa)

stolarik@uottawa.ca

My wife and I were among the lucky 500 invited to the official installation of the new
president of the Slovak Republic, Mr. Rudolf Schuster, on June 15th, 1999. The
ceremony took place at an extraordinary session of the Slovak Parliament in the
spacious and luxurious building of the Slovak Philharmonic (better known as the
O0Redut ad) in Bratisl ava. Security was ve
neighbouring countries (Austria, the Czech Republic, Poland, Ukraine and Hungary)
also attended. The Speaker of the Parliament, Mr. Jozef Migag, opened the session
at 11:45 A.M. with a short speech, followed by Prime Minister Mikulag Dzurinda. Af-
ter that Mr. Schuster, in the presence of the Chief Justice of the Constitutional
Court, Milan Lil, took the oath of office and swore to uphold the Slovak Constitu-
tion. The President of the Slovak Republic then gave a very inspiring speech in
which he promised to represent all of the citizens of Slovakia, and to safeguard their
interests. He called upon the government to crack down on organized crime,
corruption, and especially to investigate how Slova ki ads | argest i
privatized in the Meliar era.
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Following these official ceremonies most of the invited guests walked in a happy pro-
cession through old Bratislava (now a pedestrian zone) towards the Gothic Cathedral
of St. Martin. Mr. Schuster often stopped along the way to shake hands with some
of the thousands of well-wishers who lined the streets, and to chat with them. The
procession stopped in front of the Slovak National Theatre on Hviezdoslav Square
and here the President, Prime Minister and Speaker of the Parliament took three
symbolic sticks and bound them
King Svatopluk
reportedly had done in the 9th cen-
tury to teach his three sons to act in

together, as Two thousand police (city, state and special
anti-terrorist units) provided security along

the way. I was particularly impressed by the

unison. anti-terrorist units, which had blocked off
At St. Martinds cCat tall side-streets, and who very much resem-
Catholic bishops (including Cardinal Pl €d —our —own oswat &
Korec, Archbishop Sokol and dressed in black, most had their heads

shaved, they wore dark glasses, carried

shotguns, and had daggers at their waists

Archbishop Tkal) presided over a
joyous Te Deum Mass in honour of

the new president. Also in atten-
dance were the Orthodox and Lu-
The

and pistols attached to their ankles. They
led the way to the cathedral, and also
brought up the rear.

theran bishops of Slovakia.
Bratislava Opera sang most of the mass (world-famous tenor Peter Dvorsky sat be-
hind us and joined in the singing, much to our delight). This part of the ceremony
reminded me (and many others) that St.
nation church for eight Kings of Hungary in the 17th and 18th centuries. It was very
moving to be a part of such a joyous and historic occasion.

After mass the procession continued past the Theological Seminary and the old City
Hall to the palace of the former Primate of Hungary across from the new City Hall.
Here Mr. Schuster held a state dinner for the five visiting presidents while his family
hosted a dinner at the exclusive Forum Hotel for his close friends.

That same evening about 1,000 invited guests appeared at the Bratislava Castle to
participate in a splendid reception hosted by the new president and his wife Irena.
Members of Parliament, government, ambassadors, and friends toasted Mr.
Schuster and wished him well in his new office. The lavish smorgasbord included
finger-food, cakes, pastries, champagne, wine and beer. Two Gypsy bands (and sing-
ers) provided the entertainment. It was a grand occasion to celebrate, to meet old

friends and to make new ones.

It was gratifying to see so many prominent Slovak politicians, past and present, in
attendance since Mr. Schuster had invited them all. Among them was former
President Michal Koval and his wife, former Prime Minister (and current Minister of
Justice) Jan L arnogursky, current Prime Minister Mikulag Dzurinda, current
Speaker of the Parliament Jozef Migag, and former Speaker of the Parliament Ivan
Gagparovil . Noticeable by his absence was former Prime Minister (and unsuccessful
presidential candidate) Vladimir Mel iar.

Among the invited guests were delegations from Canada and the USA. The Canadian
delegation consisted of M. Mark Stolarik, president of the Canadian Slovak League
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and his wife Anne, Mr. Tibor Divinec, vice-president of the CSL, Mr. John Geleta,
president of branch 63 (Ottawa) of the CSL and his wife Olga, Mr. Jozef Hoffman of
Toronto, and the Rev. Dugan Téth and his wife, also of Toronto. The American dele-
gation consisted of Mr. Paul Rusnak, president of the Slovak World Congress, ac-
companied by Mr. Albert Misik of California, Dr. Ludvig Pavlo, president of the
Slovak League of America, Mr. John Holy, secretary of the Slovak League and his
wife Nina.

To the spoiled North Americans there was only one thing that was missing i air

condit i oni ng. Neither the 6Redutad nor the Bratislava Ca
modern appliance, and we suffered in the Bratislava heat. The Slovak fear of

Oprievand (a draft) prevent amy winosvs wnéilttleereras-s from openin
perated Papal Nuncio, and the president of the Slovak World Congress, took matters

into their own hands and opened the doors and windows of Bratislava Castle to

some welcome ©O6prievand, much to theleghtdohirglht of the Noi
much to the dismay of the caterers!

Members, please note: On the mailing label for this issue of the News/etter is
the year through which you are paid up as a member.

By early May, 2000 at the latest, fora member to be in good standing
s/he must be paid up through calendar year 2000 in order to receive the next issue of the
Newsletter and an updated directory of members in July/August 2000. Otherwise, a member
not in good standing will be removed from SSA’s mailing and membership lists. A sheet for
dues payment through calendar year 2000 is attached to the front page of this issue, to be
sent to SSA Treasurer Patricia Krafcik, with the check made out to the “Slovak Studies
Association.” Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter and your continuing
support and interest in our Slovak Studies Association.

Edita Bosak (SSA President)
ebosak@morgan.ucs.mun.ca

Gerald J. Sabo, S.J. (SSA Secretaryt)
gsabo@jcu.edu

Updated Membership Directory
Gerald Sabo
gsabo@jcu.edu
This is a request for those who will become or are members in good standing by having their
membership dues paid through this calendar year. Would these members please send me by “snail”
mail or e-mail their current addresses, phone number(s) and fax(es), e-mail address(es), and the
addresses of any related internet/worldwide website site(s) for which they are responsible or in which
they are included such as a member of a university department. In early 2000, | am hoping to send an
updated membership directory with all the latest information to all members in good standing. My
“snail” mail address is John Carroll University/University Heights, OH 44118-4581. My e-mail address
is gsabo@jcu.edu. Thank you for your co-operation in all this.

Send all your texts for the Newsletter to: votruba “at” pitt “dot” edu http://www.pitt.edu/~votruba
Martin Votruba, 1417 CL - Slovak Studies Program, University of Pittsburgh, PA 15260
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