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The SSA will be holding its election for the executive this fall. In accordance with our by-laws
a nominating committee has been struck as follows:

Chairperson  June Granatir Alexander
Address: 3410 Bishop Street
Cincinnati, OH 45220-1831
USA
june.alexander@uc.edu

Member Gregory C. Ference
gxference@ssu.edu

Member Sharon Wolchik
wolchik@gwu.edu

Only members in good standing are eligible for nominating and nomination which means
that dues must be paid up for the year 2000. The following positions are open for nomination:

President

Vice-President

Secretary

Treasurer

Members-at-large — two positions
Newsletter editor

All nominations are due in to Dr. Alexander by 30 August 2000. The secretary will then send
out the ballots, and the results should be available for the annual general meeting in
November 2000.

Thank you.
Dr. Edita Bosak, SSA President

ebosak@morgan.ucs.mun.ca

Department of History
Memorial University of NFLD
Tel: (709) 737-8432

Fax: (709) 737-2164

The Slovak Studies Association is affiliated with the American Association for the Advancement of
Slavic Studies. The SSA was founded in 1977 and incorporated in 1983 as a scholarly not-for-profit
organization in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Contributions are tax deductible.
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NOTICE ON THE SSA PRIZE IN SLOVAK STU DIES

Edita Bosak (SSA President)
ebosak@morgan.ucs.mun.ca

Gerald J. Sabo, S.J. (SSA Secretary)
gsabo@jcu.edu

Submissions for the SSA Prize in Slovak Studies now cover a four-year period rather than the
original two-year one, IN THIS CASE, 1997 THROUGH 2000. Submissions for this prize are to be
received by DECEMBER 15, 2000. This change was proposed and voted into effect at the SSA
annual meeting on November 20, 1999, because of the challenges of forming a three-member
committee every two years and for the sake of sufficient time for published submissions.

PROCEDURE FOR THE SSA PRIZE IN SLOVAK STUDIES

1. The prize is to be given every fourth year for an outstanding contribution to Slovak studies by a
scholar working ouTsIDE the Slovak and Czech Republics. The prize is for scholarship, NOT artistic
creation, and the work may deal either with the Slovaks in Europe and/or abroad or with Slovakia itself.

2. The prize recipient is to be a member in good standing of the Slovak Studies Association. Scholars
residing in the Slovak or Czech Republics are ineligible, because the prize is intended to encourage
Slovak scholarship abroad.

3. To be considered for the prize, a work must have been published as a book or a long essay/article in
a scholarly periodical during the preceding four years. The work must present new material through
original, primary sources or through new interpretations of established materials. It can be in the
following languages: Slovak, Czech, English, German, and French preferred, though Spanish and
Russian may be considered. The preceding language group is necessarily limited because of the
difficulty of finding referees who can read other languages.

4. The prize selection committee shall be composed of three referees to be appointed by the SSA
President. Through notices in the SSA Newsletter, the AAASS Newsletter, and other appropriate
organs, nominations and submissions shall be requested and given to the referees. For the prize to be
awarded at the annual meeting of SSA at AAASS in 2001, the committee referees are as follows:
Norma Rudinsky, chair and emeritus of Oregon State University, Corvallis; Robert A. Rothstein of the
University of Massachusetts, Amherst; and Robert K. Evanson, University of Missouri, Kansas City.
Submissions are to be sent to Chair Norma Rudinsky at 1743 NW Grant Circle/Corvallis, OR 97330-
2646.

5. In the event of equally outstanding works, the referees can decide to have co-winners share the prize.
Also, a prize may be awarded for a monograph and another for an essay/article.

6. The prize shall be awarded during the SSA meeting at the annual AAASS conference and shall
consist of a diploma/plaque and a money award. Results will be published in the SSA and AAASS
Newsletters, with at least one honorable mention whenever possible as a way of publicizing other
meritorious work in Slovak studies.

7. Members of the SSA shall be invited to make a donation to continue enhancing the SSA prize
account, the income from which shall be used for the prize. The donations shall be voluntary and
without effect on membership status. Donations from non-members may also be solicited. The
Treasurer shall keep all such money separately and use it only for the purpose of the prize.

8. Amendments to the foregoing procedure can be made and voted at the annual meeting of the SSA by
the usual procedures.

Send all your texts for thdewslettert o : v ot r u b aeduitg:f/vovw.pitt.edd/~vdirgba t 0
Martin Votruba, 1417 Cl- Slovak Studies Program, University of Pittsburgh, PA 15260
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Slovak -American International Cultural
Foundation Prize, 2000

The SAICF Prize will be awarded annually for the best essay in any discipline on a Slovak and/or
Slovak-North American topic written by a graduate student in any university in North America.

Conditions: Entries must be graduate essays no more than thirty-five double-spaced typed pages
in length in any discipline on a Slovak and/or Slovak-North American theme and written in English.
They may be original research, interpretative or historiographical efforts. The author must be a part-
time or full-time graduate student in a degree program at an accredited North American university or
college. The essay must have been written to meet the requirements of a graduate credit course during
the 1999-2000 academic year. In the future previous winners of the Prize may not compete.

Submissions: Entries shall be submitted no later than 30 August 2000. Each entry must be

accompanied by a | etter of nominati on f isionm
Essays must be typed neatly and s hou htdesshoad
besent to Dr. Edita Bosak, Dept. of History,

Adjudication:  Entries will be judged by an interdisciplinary panel of four distinguished scholars.
The judges reserve the right to recommend that no prize be awarded if none of the submitted essays for
the year merits winning the prize. In the event of a tie, by the four-judge committee, the president of the
Slovak Studies Association shall cast the deciding vote. The winner of each prize competition will be
announced at the annual general meeting of the Slovak Studies Association during the AAASS National
Convention 8 for the first such prize in November, 2000 in Denver.

Prize:  $250.00

Slovak and Slovakia-related Panels and Papers
AAASS National Convention 2000, Denver, November 9-12

Panels organized and papers presented by SSA members,
and other talks of potential Slovak interest.

5-13 Friday, Nov. 10, 2:00 p.m.& 4:00 p.m., Capital (Plaza)
Lutherans in Slovak History and Culture
Chair: HélShe Nadia Sanko, John Carroll U
Edita Bosak, Memorial U of Newfoundland (Canada)

iThe Intelligdaestaryn the Late 19
Mark R. Lauersdorf,

iLut heran LadfCeageryssSliovak? ad
Gerald John Sabo, S. J., John Carroll U

fi P a @amko: Love Expressed, Condemned,andPr ai s e d 0
Discussants: Patricia Ann Krafcik, Evergreen State College

Robert A. Rothstein, U of Massachusetts, Amherst

10-31 Sunday, Nov. 12, 8:00 a.m.d 10:00 a.m., Directors Row | (Tower)
The Culture of Language in Contemporary Slovakia
Chair: Mark R. Lauersdorf,

Send your renewal and new membership dues to:
Patricia A. Krafcik, The Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA 98505

a fact

bear
Me mor i

1



4 Slovak Studis AssociatioNEWSLETTER

Kevin Krause, Wayne State U
AA House Divided Against I|tself: Language, Culture,
the Sl ovak Nationo
Charles D. Sabatos, U of Michigan, Ann Arbor
ACzechs, Sex, Spieganand Bomoimuaekead Mfinelcdrok & v s k
Martin Votruba, U of Pittsburgh
AiThe Law vs. the Slovak Language: The Case of the F
Discussant: Susan Maria Mikula, Benedictine U

8-05 Saturday, Nov. 11, 10:15 a.m.8 12:15 a.m., Spruce (Plaza)
A Balance Sheet for the Late CzechosVakia: How Much Profit, How Much Loss, How Much of
a Legacy?
Chair: Carol Skalnik Leff, U of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
Stanislav Jozef Kirschbaum, York U (Canada)
AA Sl ovak Assessmento
Joseph Frederick Zacek, SUNY, Albany
AA Czech Assessmento
Discussant: Victor S. Mamatey, U of Georgia (Retired)

4-06 Church and State in the Communist Transition Denver (Plaza)
David Doellinger, U of Pittsburgh "The Emergence of Civil Society in Slovakia: The Role of the Secret
Church"

3-32 Central and East European Approaches to the West Directors Row J (Tower)
Carol Skalnik Leff, U of Illinois, Urbana-Ch a mpai gn A The Domestic Politics of EU
El'igibility in Central and Eastern Europebo

2-17 East-Central Europe: The Visegrad Nations and the Road to the European Union (Roundtable)
Savoy (Plaza)

Chair: Robert J. Osborn, Temple U

Participants: David Doellinger, U of Pittsburgh; Robert Kent Evanson, U of Missouri, Kansas City;
Andrew Felkay, Kutztown U; Stephen E. Medvec, Rutgers U

1-17 Harmony and Conflict in the Carpathian Basin Savoy (Plaza)

Chair: Peter Pastor, Montclair State U

Gy°rgy Csepeli, E°tv°®s Lorg8§nd U (Hungary) fAPsychol ogi cé
Ant al Orkeny, E°tv°®s Lorg&8nd U (Hungary) fRelations Bet\
South Sl ovakia and Romani ao

Maria Sz®k®I yi, E°tv°®s Lorg&8nd U (Hungary) fiPaths Towar
Discussant: Eva Huseby-Darvas, U of Michigan, Dearborn

7-04 Remembering and Misremembering: Czech Views of T.G. Masaryk, 1945-2000 Gold (Plaza)

8-35 Protest, Resistance, and Co-Optation: East European Responses to Hegemony in the 20" Century

Plaza Court 3 (Tower)

Paulina Bren, New York U fiBetween Dissent and Coll abor:
Czechoslovakia 1969-1 9 8 9 0

3-05 Re-Examining Communist Legacies Spruce (Plaza)
AnnaGrzymala-Busse, Yale U ACommunist Legacies and Democratic

5-19 The Borders of East-Central Europe After World War | Revisited After the Changes of the 1990s
Governors Square 9 (Tower)

11-13 Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic: NATO Membership Military and Financial Realities
Capital (Plaza)

Send all your texts for thdewslettert o : v ot r u b aeduitg:f/vovw.pitt.edd/~vdirgba t 0
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The European Union:
Expanding Down and Out East

Large segments of the citizens of post-communist Central European countries appear to link
their hopes for a better future with membership in the European Union. Their numbers have
grown since last year. The Slovaks have been among the most consistent supporters of EU
membership for several years (while being most doubtful about any benefits of joining NATO).
In a March poll, 70% said they wanted Slovakia to join the EU, an increase from 66% last
September (IVO). In Poland, 72% were for the EU in May (OBOP), up from just under a half in
October (PBS), and in the Czech Republic, 58% wanted their country to join the EU in May,
up from 52% in October (Sofres-Factum). Once these countries join, the mutation of their
status from the most affluent part of the former communist world to that of the down-and-out
fringe of well-to-do Europe will be formally sealed. The following pages bring together
highlights from comparative economic data on the EU and its post-communist hopefuls
published between February and May 2000. dM.V.

All the Central -European post -communist coun tries 1998 EU Percapita GDI
are negotiating with the European U nion about the (Exchange rat
conditions of their membership. West European Luxembourg $42,732
analysts suggest that any real adjust ments of EU | Denmark $32,878
regulations are out of the question, and that the Sweden $26,863
discussions are only about when the poten tial Germany $26,217
members will meet the EU crite  ria, or for how long Austria $26,108
the EU might give a new mem ber some slack. The Finland $24,938
Slovak government says that EU membership is Netherlands $24,921
highly desi rable, and ac cording to opinion polls, Belgium $24,541
about two -thirds of the population have consis - | France $24,034
tently agreed fi during the rule of the pr  esent, as | United Kingdom $23,692
well as of the pre vious gov ern ments. The EU is wary Ireland $22,921
about a potential effect of adding mem  bers from the EU average $22,575
poorer ha If of Europe. The optimists com pare the Ital;_/ $20,579
difference be tween the post -commu nist countries Spain $14,786
and the EU to the gap that the EU faced when Greece $11,561
taking on Greece, Portugal and Spain. Portugal $10,969
Fronine post
However, while Greece in the 1970s, and Port  ugal | communist
o . applicants

and Spain in the 1980s were also emerging from a
. . - . . Czech Rep. $5,479

period of authoritarian rule i albeit sub stantially
L . N ) Hungary $4,645

less totalitarian than communism i their econo -
Poland $4,101

mies have always been private. T oday, the recently
OECD, 2/2000.

Send your renewal and new membership dues to:
Patricia A. Krafcik, The Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA 98505
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privatized sector produces 75% of GDP in Slo  vakia, | 1999 EU Pricdevel index
65% in Poland, 75% in the Czech Repu  blic, and 85% éPal;irt():/;wasmg power
in Hungary. The economic aspects of the expansion Denmark 184%
were even smoother with the newest EU members A Sweden 175%
Austria, Finland and Sweden i whose GDPs, as well Luxembourg 163%
as price levels matched those of the EU. Co  mpari- | Germany 163%
sons of its members published by the Org anization Finland 163%
for Economic Cooperation and Deve lopment (OECD) France 161%
show that the price levels in the front -line EU United Kingdom 160%
candidate countries based on pu rchasing power Austria 157%
parity indicate a smaller gap b etween the front -line | Netherlands 148%
applicants and the EU, but they are still noticeably Belgium 148%
behind even the poorest EU member Por tugal (the | Ireland 143%
prices in the United States would have the index of Italy 137%
149, if added to the table on the right). Al though | SPain 124%
hampered by the US for a time in spring 2000, Greece 119%
Slovakia hopes to join the OECD this year. Portugal 100%
Frordine post
The United Nations Economic Commission for communist
Europe (UN/ECE) released a comparative study in appicants
May 2000, which shows that the post -communist Poland 73%
. . Hungary 66%
countries have fallen farther behind Western Europe
] Czech Rep. 60%
Slovakia% Real | Persons| Since the col - o lated from OECD data,
change income | employe| lapse of
2/199% 2/2000 d communism, and most of them even behind
manufacturing 12% | -56% | their own former levels, continuing the trend
construction -71.8% | -12.9% | gtarted under comm unism in the 1970s.
transportation +0.4% +1.5% According to the UN/ECE data, only Slovakia,
wholesale -14.3% 8.9% | poland and Sl ovenia had higher real per -capita
retail -10.0% 8.4% | GDPs in 1999 than in 1989. But real income in
selected services -4.9% +0.3%

Slovakia has declined since the Duzurinda

Slovak Statistal Office, 4/2000. government took office and began its r eforms.

By contrast, Western Europe was Pekcapita GDP 1950/ 1960 1990/ 1998
catching up with the US for 40 Purchasing power

years after World War Il, a trend paity

which re versed ma rginally only in us 100% | 100% | 100% | 100%
the past decade of unprece dented | Austria 38% | S1% | T4% | 73%
growth in the Unit  ed States. (West) Germany 43% | 73% | 81% | T1%

UN/ECE, 5/2000.
The gap between the richest and

the poorest EU members will increase dramat ically with a future expansion. If the

Send all your texts for thdewslettert o : v ot r u b aeduitg:f/vovw.pitt.edd/~vdirgba t 0
Martin Votruba, 1417 Cl- Slovak Studies Program, University of Pittsburgh, PA 15260
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current exchange -rates were to apply in the enlarged EU, the second wealthiest EU
country Denmark would have a 6 times higher per -capita GDP than the Czech
Republic and 8 times as high as Poland. By comparison, the residents of New
Jersey, with the highest per  -capita income in the US in 1998, are only 1.8 times as
wealthy as the residents of West Virginia, the poorest state of the Ame rican Union.
With the admission of each of the other post -communist ap plicants, the gaps
between the poor and rich EU members will only become wider. The gap between
individual regions of the enlarged EU will be even greater than be tween its member
coun tries as a whole. The 10 richest of the current 211 EU statisti cal economic
regions are already 3 times better off than the 10 poorest ones. The richest regions

will shoot past 10 times better off than the new poorest regions with the admi ssion
of even th e most advanced of the applicants.

A PBS poll in May 2000 showed that one out of six Poles wanted to work in the rich
EU countries once Poland becomes a member. The situation is unlikely to be differ -
ent in other post -communist countries. In exchange -rate dollars, their incomes are

substantially lower than in the poorest EU members. The t able shows the Slovak
average annual sala ries and wages by sector
$5,377 - banking and insurance before tax in ex change-rate dol lars in Sep -
$4,026 - utilities tember 1999. The Slovak Sta tistical Of fice
$3,696 - civil servants and military said the pur chasing power d ropped by 0.6%
$3,690 - commercial services and research between the end of June and the end of Sep -
$3,115- Slovak average tember 1999, and by 1.9% on ayear -on-year
$2,631 - catering and hotels basis. The decline has acceler ated since last
$2,450 - health care and social services summer. If the situation does not change
$2,371 - education during the years before Slo vakia joins the

EU, the doc tors and nu rses will feel the
strongest impetus to seek e mploy ment elsewhere, given the reversal of their place on
the com pensation scale in Slo vakia by comparison to Western Europe. At the same
time, the most cap able current and potential school - and col lege teachers will
continue to be s iphoned off to other jobs in Slovakia or outside, leaving the teaching
of the f uture generations to those reduced to accepting the low est average salaries in
the country. Slovakia and other post -communist countries may lose the ir educ a-
tional advan tage founded on their relatively solid grade -school and high -school
instru ct i on. Bratislava announced that as of July 20
increased by 4%. That is well below the level of infla tion.

Moreover, ifthelar ge di screpancy between the aspiring meml
on their domestic markets and their relative poverty when shopping in the EU is not

handled well, their accession might result in an additional slide in their stan dard of

living. The current sp  eculation is that Slovakia may join the EU with or shortly after

Send your renewal and new membership dues to:
Patricia A. Krafcik, The Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA 98505
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the Czech Republic, perhaps because Prague has lagged in its prepara tions in the
past year. These are preliminary estimates, however, since few analysts assume that

the EU would start admitt  ing new members b efore 2005. Even such an early date
would be 3 years aftetionnSil dV.aki ads next el e

Degrees of European Separation

In April 2000, the European Posicommunist Percapita GDP 199897
Uni onds released o s t Ay applicants Purchasing Power Parity
comparative indices on the ten Slovenia 175% $12,164
post-communist Central Czech Rep. 169% $11,761
European candidate countries Hungary 124% $8,621
for 1995-1997. The EU report Slovakia 116% $8,049
descri bed S| ovl|aEkiapplieant asetagen d a00%%h $6,950
of living as better than average Poland 90% $6,272
among the CECC 10, as Estonia 89% $6,220
inferred from the purchasing Romania 84% $5,863
power of their per-capita GDPs. | Lithuania 76% $5,311
Latvia 68% $4,708
The purchasing power in the Bulgaria 66% $4,616

CECC 10 is substantially lower than the EU average. Even in the richest of them, Slovenia and the
Czech Republic, it is way below the poorest EU members, Greece and Portugal. Great disparities are

apparent not only between the

Post-communist Per-capita GDP 1995-1997
EU and the CECC 10, but also . P . .
. ) EU applicants Purchasing Power Parity
among the applicant countries.
S| 2 is 2.8 1 - EU average 100% $18,463
oven_la 15 < |_mes asmichas Slovenia 66% $12,164
Bulgaria 6 a ratio not found Czech Rep. 64% $11.761
betweejn the EU member Hungary 47% $8.621
countries. Slovakia 44% $8,049
EU applicant average 38% $6,950
Large economic divides have Poland 34% $6,272
developed inside at least some Estonia 34% $6,220
of the post-communist countries, | Romania 32% $5,863
which is particularly true of Lithuania 29% $5,311
Bratislava vis-Ruvis all of Latvia 25% $4,708
Slovakia. The EU indices do not | Bulgaria 25% $4,616

provide for a comparison with
the other CECC, since only Slovakia and the Czech Republic report their capitals as separate economic
statistical units. The other countries incorporate their capitals in Eurostat data for larger territories.

Send all your texts for thdewslettert o : v ot r u b aeduitg:f/vovw.pitt.edd/~vdirgba t 0
Martin Votruba, 1417 Cl- Slovak Studies Program, University of Pittsburgh, PA 15260
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While the per-capita GDP in

Slovak regions Percapita GDP 199997
Bratislava is almost at the level Purchasing Power Parity
of the EU average (96%), East EU average 100% $18,463
Slovakia reaches only one third Bratislava 96% $17,657
of the EU average. Soon after its Slovakia 44% $8,049
independence, Slovakia West Slovakia 38% $7,080
developed a large disparity Central Slovakia 37% $6,911
between the center of power East Slovakia 34% $6,356

(district and regional

governments are appointed by Bratislava, only municipal councils are elected) and the outlying areas.
Ironically, a growing gap between the federal capital Prague and the rest of the country was a focal
point of criticism before the separation of the two states of the former Federation in 1993.

Sl ovakiads regions bear comparison with the neigh

general decrease of wealth along the - -

. Slovakia and Percapita GDP 199997
line from west to east has been a adjacent regions Purchasing Power Pari
common feature in Central Europe for EU average 100% $18,463
centuries. Bratislava 96% $17,657

Moravia, Czech R. 54% $9,988
However, people consider NW Hungary 43% $8,009
comparisons between regions of their West Slovakia 38% $7,080
own countries more relevant. The Central Slovakia 37% $6,911
Slovak authorities have not halted the East Slovakia 34% $6,356
growing imbalance between NE Hungary 33% $6,002
Bratislava and the rest of the country, South-Central Poland 30% $5,594
nor have they drawn up any particular | SE Poland 26% $4,782

plans to do so, or to do damage

control. Their proclaimed primary economic goal is to join the European Union. The national media

operating from affluent Bratislava report on regional economic problems, but do not consider the gap

itself an issue. In the meantime, real income and employment have declined all over Slovakia. Opinion

polls show that rural voters tend to support new or opposition parties (Smer, HZDSiPe opl ebs Party)

whose campaigns focus on promising them an % change Real income Persons
increase in their standard of living rather than 4/199% 4/2000 employed
on a future EU membership. May polls by the manufacturing -7.3% -4.4%
Public Opinion Research Institute of the construction -13.1% -10.7%
Slovak Statistical Office and by Focus showed | transportation -6.6% +1.6%
10.8% / 13.6% non-voters, 16.7% / 14.6% wholesale -14.7% -8.5%
undecided, 21.2% / 19.7% for HZDS, 15.9%/ | retail -11.1% -8.6%
14.6% for Smer, 8.8% / 8.5% for SDKU, 6%/ | Selected -14.8% +3.4%
services

8.4% for the Magyar Coalition, 5.4% / 5% for — -
Slovak Statistical Office, 6/2000.

Send your renewal and new membership dues to:
Patricia A. Krafcik, The Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA 98505
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SNS, 4.1% / 3.4% for SD0, 3.1% 2.6% for KDH, and 2.8% 2.4% for SOP, of all the polled voters.
Focus also listed 1.9% for KSS, 1.8% for DS, and 1.4% for DU. Slovakia is now more than two years
from the next election. & M.V.

All Aboard the EU Business Boom?

Martin Votruba, University of Pittsburgh
votruba oOatelupitt odot 6

Three economics research institutes in the German -speaking countries made pre -
dictions in February and April about the post -communist Central European coun -
triesd performance t hr oasgpetis t®0ir0the Earopgan tUioa.i r pr
They expect an overall recovery, but a struggling one for Slovakia. In the past, ana -

lysts have often predicted somewhat worse economic indicators for Slovakia than

what its actual perform -

wiw GDP growthd<1999 <0 1998
ance would turn out to " 3 5 1 2 3 5 1
arter
be after the final Qu Q Q Q Q Q Q Q
. Poland 49 3.1 1.5 2.9 5.0 54 6.4
numbers were in. -
Bulgaria 45 1.6| -0.7 1.2] -1.8 26| 16.8
The Wiener Institut fir Hungary 4.4 3.8 3.3 5.2 5.6 5.1 4.5
Internationale Wirt - | Slovenia 3.4 6.4 2.5 3.6 3.5 2.7 6.1

schaftsvergleiche (WIIW) Czech R. 0.8 04| 41 39| 26| -19| -07
released its predictions Slovakia 0.6 2.9 1.8 0.5 5.1 6.1 6.2
for the post -communist Croatia 08| 06| -15 4.2 38 5.7 5.7
countries in  February Romania| -35| -3.3| -4.6| -11.3| -47| -43| -8.0

2000. According to them, Slovakiads quatarbfh has sl owed |
1998, when the Dzurinda government took of fice. It used to rank among the top 3

performers. Of the post -communist countries, only Slovenia, Hungary and Poland

have been able to main tain significant growth with little disru ption.

The WIIW predicts that Slovak ia will be the only post -communist country in the re -

gion whose growth will not pick up in 2000, although all the countries should be

able to benefit from an economic boom in the European Union. The WIIW considers

Slovenia and Hungary the least likely to e xperience unforeseen ec onomic shocks

through 2001. Slovakia, Poland and the Czech Republic are co nsidered more vul -

nerable. The W I W predicts that Slovakiads current acc
result of the gover nment 0 s oesthesinteznatiortalyMore o ftaryc vy , and so d
Fund (IMF). But an IMF survey of world economy published in April 2000 pre dicts

better results in Slovakia. It expects its GDP to grow 2% in 2000 and 3.9% in 2001

with inflation dropping to 10% and 6%, r espectively, and it believes that the

economic vulnerabil ity of Slovakia, as well as the Czech R epublic, has declined.

Send all your texts for thdewslettert o : v ot r u b aeduitg:f/vovw.pitt.edd/~vdirgba t 0
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WIIW | GDP Consumer prices Unemployment
2/2000 | real change in % on previous| change in % on previous yeg yearend rate in %
1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001
Hungary 4.9 40| 45 5 14.3| 10.0 83| 6.5| 9.6| 9.6 9 9
Poland 4.8 41| 45 5 118 7.3 7 5| 10.4 13| 125 12
Slovenia 3.9 3.7\ 3.7 4 79| 6.1 55| 45| 14.6 13 12 12
Bulgaria 3.5 25 4 4| 223 0.3 3 3| 122 16 17 16
Slovakia 4.4 2.0 0.0 2 6.7| 10.5 13 10| 15.6| 19.2 19 18
Czech R. 2.3 -0.6 1.5 2 10.7 21 35 35 75 94 11
Croatia 25| 20| AW 2P 57 4.0][ ©ORSUMCLPICEy 6[UBRRPIOVHEN 77
Romania| 54| 39| | 0] | 17995390 A0RL [ T9RP| 2098 2qpL 199p; PO0G5 2001,
Hungary 5 5. 5.0 10.0] 9.0 8.0 9.7 9.0 85
The Deutsches Poland 41| 48| 48| 73| 85| 75| 12.0| 12.0| 12.0
Institut fur Slovenia| 4.9| 45| 42| 6.2| 6.0 5.0| 13.5| 12.5| 12.0
Wirtschaftsforschun Bulgaria| 2.3| 35| 35| 14| 5.0| 4.0| 13.8| 19.0/ 19.0
g (DIW) was some - | CzechR| -0.2| 15| 22| 21| 35| 35| 86| 95| 10.0
what more pes si- | Slovakia] 19| 10| 15| 10.6| 14.0| 14.0| 17.5| 20.0| 21.0
mistic than WIW Romanig -3.2| -1.0| 0.5| 45.8| 40.0| 30.0| 11.0| 12.0| 13.0

about Slovaki ads economiacd mpre @imistic about other Central
European post -communist countries and their capacity to benefit from the EU eco -
nomic boom which i having lagged behind the US in the past dec ade i the DIW
expects to continue even after the US economy's predicte d slow -down by the end of
2000. In its r eport released in April 2000, the DIW said that the Slovak gov -
ernme n t dstictiveeconomic policy re  sulted in a co Ilapse of domestic de mand. The
Slovak Statis tical Office reported that retail sales fell by 0 .6% year -on-year in March
2000, which contrasts with an 11.5% year -on-year increase recorded in March
1999. On the other hand, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
(UN/ECE), in its study published in May 2000, described that policy as a cautio us
adjustment effort started in late 1998, when the Dzurinda gov ernment abandoned
the pre vious governme nt 6 s tainaldeu expansionary course. Ro bert Feldman
from the often criti cized IMF said in Bra tislava in May that the govern me nt & s
nomic me asures in 1999 made a note  worthy contribution to the stabilization of the
economy and ac celeration of struc tural re forms. The IMF thought that Bra tislava
was mak ing good pro gress in cut ting the budget defi cit, but must begin to co ncen-
trate on o ther aspects o pu blic fi nancing, where a great deal of struc tural
adjustments still lie ahead.

Shortly after the DIW, the German Industrie - und Handelskammern Geselschaft
(IHKG) published a sponsored paper, which estimates that Hungary and Slo venia
may be ready to join the EU in 2004, Poland in 2005, and Estonia and the Czech
Republic in 2006. I't | ists Sl ov akdidates alomg with
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Romania, Bulgaria, Lithuania and IMF4/2000 Current account deficit
Latvia, and notes that Bratislava 1998 1999 | 2000 | 2001
has the ambition to join the ey | Slovakia -10.4 -4.9 -3.0 -2.8
with the Czech Republic. The IHKG CzechR. 19| 10 15 18
paper con siders it un realistic. Hungary 4.9 44 45 43
Poland -4.4 -7.6 -6.9 -6.6
In the meantime, EU politicians Estonia 9.2 4.1 55 -6.0
narrate encouraging stories for the
applicant coun t r i es. During Czech President V8cl av Havel 6s
German Chan cellor Gerhard Schréder said that the EU will be ready to admit new
membe rs by the end of 2002, and so did French Prime Minis ter Lionel Jospin in

Budapest in May. However, nei ther of them said when they thought the candidate
countries might be ready to join. Most recently, Italian Prime Minister Giuliano

Amato told Croatia th at it was in an ideal position for EU membership and that its

bid would have Ro met@das sal pverobeén.invit€dr for accession
talks. The Economist has called it a more or less open secret that most EU me mbers
are thinking in terms of 2005  -2006 for the first intake, if no fresh disru ption pushes
it farther back.

A hint at the current thinking within the EU came from the EU Commissioner for
Enlargement Gunter Verheugen. During his visit to Bratislava on April 17, he said

that it would be hi  ghly desirable to have the Visegrad countries join all at the same

time and that the EU would try to achieve that goal. The EU has formally dropped

the con cept of having groups of candidates who should be admitted t ogether. The
front -runners would probab ly criticize any change in that policy, since it would most

likely mean a delay for them rather than a rushed admi ssion of, for example,
Slovakia. However, an informal return to a preference for admi tting new members in
owavesod would be a towa pff tHedime whedn et needs to face the
consequences of expanding down and out east: an influx of both highly qualified

profes sionals and well -trained and unskilled labor, all of whom will be ready to work

for substan tially less than the going com  pensation in the EU, and of cheap agricul -
tural prod ucts, especially from P oland.
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Enterprise, financial reforms are the main economic policy challenges

OECD Paris, May 18, 2000

In an assessment of recent macroeconomic
developments in the Slovak Republic, the
OECD concludes that the Bratislava
government 6s most d
challenges remain in the area of structural
reform.

The report is the latest in a series of such
reports to have been published over the past
Si X year s, carried
Economics Department in the framework of
the Partners in Transition program for the

Sl ovak Republic man
Center for Co-operation with non-Members.

The report examines the progress achieved in
impl ementing the
and structural reform package and looks
forward to the main challenges for the future.
It identifies the need for deep restructuring of
|l arge enterprises
Slovak economy, and warns of the danger that
wi despread financi a
enterprise and financial sectors could put
pressure on the state budget.

Reviewing the historical background to

Sl ovakiads current
current Slovak government inherited a legacy
of economic growth largely based on an
unsustainable level of public investment and
expenditure. A series of measures, including
the abandonment of a fixed exchange rate
regime and two austerity packages in
December 1998 and May 1999, helped to buy
time. Under a program of bank restructuring,
large state banks have been recapitalized and
a tranche of their bad loans transferred to a
new bank-restructuring agency. The
government intends to sell practically its
entire stake in the three largest banks by the
end of 2000.
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Government 6s Gor d
In the meantime, an agreement between the
government, trade wunions
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federatlons signed in March 2000 is a heIpfuI
step gowardseihe goaq & reslcructurlﬁg cfhe !
large enterprise sector. Looking ahead,
however, problems in the banking sector are
linked to those in the enterprise sector and the
poor financial condition of many large Slovak
enterprisehh e  OECDO s

In the absence of enterprise reform, the
OECD warns, the benefits of bank
res?rl}/cturlng Well no?ftljflly maPerlallze Either
banks will not lend to prevent a new
accumulation of bad debts, thus reinforcing

n mexistibg @redit corstriitsi of, underaptessure n

r

u
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to resume the flow of lending to un-
restructured enterprises, financial problems in
the banking sector will re-emerge
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deficit, WhICh mcludes aII extra- budgetary
ﬁJr%s is curreery nearly do%ble?he s?ate
deficit, or around 4% of GDP, and the report
observes that the government will have to take
decisive action to improve its fiscal
petformanae,in 200@ andrbaydnce Welfareh a t
funds are insolvent due to the accumulation of
arrears and widespread financial indiscipline.
The government has used some one-off
revenues from privatization to avoid a crisis

in the short run, but this is not a long-term
solution.

Bank restructuring alone represents a gross
financial burden of some 12% of GDP. Rising
unemployment has put additional pressures on
the budget. The government has committed to
redeem in full privatization bonds issued in
1995, which represent another 4% of GDP.
Finally, as the restructuring of large
enterprises develops, contingent liabilities
arising from government guarantees,

he

t
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representing further 16% of GDP, may start to
crystallize.

To manage these pressures in the short term,
the Slovak economy will need an injection of
fresh financial resources. OECD estimates
these could amount to some $5-6 billion over
the next five years. The country has the
capacity to borrow, as illustrated by the
decreasing spreads of its debt in the
international market, and its still moderate
ratio of public debt to GDP (around 20%,
although this excludes state guarantees).
Along with further privatization revenues, the
government has the option to issue sovereign

discipline and will need to guard against the
use of extra-budgetary funding that would
undermine its credibility and could lead to a
sudden capital outflow.

A favorable scenario can be envisaged if the
government coalition is able to implement and
finance its reform and stabilization program.
Provided the government continues its present
policy path, moderate GDP growth during
2000-1 can be envisaged. Current account
adjustment is also projected to continue, given
market growth in western Europe and
restrained growth in domestic demand. It will
be difficult to achieve a substantial reduction

debt. in the public deficit due to many pressures
described above. Notably, unemployment and
associated social costs are likely to remain

high.

But if the best use is to be made of these
flows, financial and enterprise sector
transparency must be improved. Notably, this
should include stronger financial market
supervision. This would not only contribute to
maximizing the return on capital inflows, but
would help attract capital to Slovakia
following further planned capital account
liberalization. The need for greater
transparency extends to the government. It
will be under pressure to maintain fiscal

As was the case in 1999, the costs of
adjustment could be mitigated by favorable
export conditions towards OECD markets,
notably to the EU. But, even in an optimistic
scenario, the OECD report concludes, there
are real challenges in setting the economy
firmly on a path of sustainable growth.

Playing Catch Up

Speeches about catching up with Austria in 7 years as promised by Vaclav Havel in 1990, or
with the West in general as promised by Vladimir Mel iar and other Central European politi-
cians | ater, mi g ht ciaosttakébaehintffrond thedprogrdss of thet oner eg-
communist country that has had it all: eastern Germany. With unparalleled financial and logis-
tical assistance from western Germany, unhampered by linguistic barriers, and with instant
EU membership, it is nowhere near to catching up. Western Germany has transferred DM1.2
trillion to eastern Germany in the past 10 years, while experts estimate that another 300
t he

18%, almost as high as in Slovakia, its productivity at 60% of the west and its GDP grew at

billion wi | | be needed. I n past two years, -
only 1.2-2%. Even if eastern Germany speeded up to a consistent 4% growth and western
Germany slowed to 2% at the same time, the former communist Germany might barely catch
up with the west in 30 years. No assistance remotely approaching what western Germans are
doing for their eastern lands will ever be available to the rest of post-communist Central

Europe. dM.V.
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http://www.open.org/ " mrldorf/ssa/

Starting with this issue of the Slovak Studies
Association Newsletter there will be a
regular column devoted to the SSA website.

The column will discuss
updates, additions,
deletions and  other
changes that have taken
place on the site and will
call
to  opportunities  to
submit materials to the
site and otherwise help
in its ongoing
construction and
maintenance.

As many of you are
aware, the  Slovak

regard, member

- Personal bibliographies of SSA
members  listing  their  scholarly
presentations and publications in the
field of Slovak Studies (to show

] ntion .
prospective members and colleagues in
other disciplines the scope of our work).

me mberi/s 0 atte

-  Copies of work in Slovak Studies
completed by current students studying
or researching in any area of the field (to
encourage younger scholars to pursue
research in Slovak Studies, and to
provide a forum for them to disseminate
their work that would otherwise remain

SSA members and their achievements. In this
contributions are
encouraged in the following areas:

strongly

Please visit the website
and browse through its
pages. Consider what
you might be able to
contribute to the
categories listed above.
If you are unsure of the
appropriateness of the
information that you are
considering  submitting,
follow the guidelines for
each category as listed
on the pages of the
website, or write to me

Studies Association now
has an official presence
on the World Wide Web. The initial version
of the SSA website went on-line in late 1999
and has already been through one major
upgrade and an additional, minor face-lift in
the intervening months. Although the web
project is still in its infancy, the site has
grown significantly since its debut and has
already  benefited from contributions
submitted by several SSA members.

unknown).

Member contributions are an important
element in the overall design of the SSA
website. One of the primary function of this
early version of the website is to increase the
visibility of the SSA, and the general field of
Slovak Studies, among up-and-coming
scholars interested in Slovak topics as well
as among scholars in other disciplines
looking for colleagues with Slovak
expertise. One way in which the website
carries out this function is by showcasing

to discuss your
submission.

Material for posting to the site can be submitted
by e-mail or by traditional mail to the following
addresses:

Dr. Mark R. Lauersdorf
712 Gentle Court West
Monmouth, OR 97361-1113
USA

mridorf@open.org

Pleasec onsul t the fiGsi d@alsiones
as stated in the website before sending your
materials.

The official website of the Slovak Studies
Association can be found at:

http://www.open.org/~mrldorf/ssa/
I look forward to your submissions.

Mark Lauersdorf, SSA Webmaster
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More Than Just a Pl oughmanos
Antonin Gvehla

Michael Kopa nic, Indiana University of Pennsylvania
mjkopanic@hotmail.com

ReviEw: Daniel E. Miller.  Forging Political Compromise: Antonin  Gvehla and the
Czechoslovak Republican Party, 1918 -1933. Pitt Series in Russian and East Euro -
pean Studies. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1999. xv + 323 pp. Appen -

dices, notes, bibliography, and index. $45.00 cloth), ISBN 0 -8229 -4091 -4
According to Daniel Mi | I|-reseaécked sudy; Artonie n tGveldan d we | |
played a pivotal role in engineering the political comp romises that allowed d emoc-

racy to function and develop during the First Czechoslovak Republic. The astute
Czech Agrarian politician served as prime minister between 1922 and 1929, and

helped his Czechoslovak Republican Party hold on to the chief go vernmen t office
even after he left office. He remained an important figure in the party until his death
in 1933. His moderation and penchant for behind the scenes deal -making helped
Czechoslovakia to achieve more political stability than any other East Cen tral
European su ccessor state.

Mi I | er 6 s Geehlaiigtlye most extensive work on the man in any la nguage.
A bibliographic essay summarizes some of the current and previous scholarship on
Gvehla. The pre -World War Il materials written about Gvehla were mainl y journal -
istic or laudatory. ! After the Second World War, Antonin Pale I ek published six in -

sightful articles that Miller cites. Dissertations by Mary Hrabik Samal (1973), An -

drew Paul Kubrichts (1974), and James Rogerson (1980) are also listed. Among re -

cent works in Czech are those by Du ga n U h2| \Maflimir Dostal, and Anto nin

Klimek. Dostal, the chairman of the Republican Party in Exile, wrote a biography

that incorporated some primary sources but did not have access to the archives

Miller used. 3 Only after 1989 did scholars in the Czech Republic rekindle their in -

terestin Gvehl a. The most exhausti ve Bofjohdag, andsitis Ant on2n Kl i me
second volume, which was subtitled Kdo po Masarykovi? 1926 -1928 (N.D.) just ap -

peared as Mill er ds bodRNeedessto say mothigg it Emgligh ri e s-s .

val s Mi | | andrnbree cdversothe man himself so tho roughly.

l!See the wapekr KArBépitesent at Slavenic @ EastiEopeaAnt on2 n Avehl ¢
Review? (January 1929), 268-71, and historian R. W. Seton-Wat son, @ AnSlavoncandAvehl a, o

East European Reviel2 (April 1934), 725-28.

’Du ¢ a n, RdpgubliRasska strana venkovského a malorolnického lidu,-1938: Charakteistika

agr 8rn2heskoslovenskhk Pvaha: Dstav | eskos| 6AVeld88)kT ch a svDtovl c
®Vladimir Dosta, Ant on2 n Gv esko$loaenského statni@mhulst, N.Y.: Vykonny vybor

Republikénské strany v exilu, 1989; 2" ed. Praha: SZN, Grafia, 1990).

* Antonin Klimek, Boj o hrad(Praha: Panevropa, 1996), 2 vols.

Send all your texts for thdewslettert o : v ot r u b aeduitg:f/vovw.pitt.edd/~vdirgba t 0
Martin Votruba, 1417 Cl- Slovak Studies Program, University of Pittsburgh, PA 15260




Slovak Studies AssociatiodEWSLETTER 17

Miller effectively portrays  Gvehla as a practical politician who was able to pur -
sue his partyodés overall goal s. At t h eologiceme t i me,
flexibility that enabled him to work with pe ople from other parties as well. Gvehla
perfected the art of the possible during the transitional and potentially turbulent
interwar period. He was always willing to make a deal, and he clearly understood
that compromise was an integral part of the democra tic process. Miller believes that,
along with President Masaryk himself, Gvehla played a greater role than any
politician in making Czechosl  ovak democracy work.
Although he shunned public appearances, Gvehla was a skilled politician adept
at negotiating an d effective at organizing. He remained immensely popular with his
own partyds foll owers, |l eaders of other parties,
was a man one could work with and thus, both before and after the First World War,
he was always trying to  build coalitions with moderate polit icians. In fact, in his own
words, Gvehla admitted that he thrived on working with politicians from other
parties. He was a born politician. Perhaps no on
man is a political animal.
In addition to providing a general history of Gvehl a, Mi I | er rgeysbook al
the early formation of the Czechoslav Agrarian party in the Austrian part of the
Habsburg Monarchy. Miller highlights the development of beet sugar pr oduction in
propelling Cze ch farmers, with the aid of agrarian leaders like Gvehla, to found or -
ganizations such as cooperatives and financial institutions to saf eguard their in -
terests. The chronological development is outlined in a useful s eries of charts in the
Appendices. Becau se one page of Appendix 3 is missing, the publisher added an er -
rata page that goes along with the book. But the index a ppears to be off one page
because of the e rror.
In a short time after its founding in 1899, the Czech Agrarian party became the
largest party in the Czech lands, with 28 seats in the Reichsrat in the 1907
elections. The party is often overshadowed in English language history books by the
Young Czech party and Masaryk, the leading figure in the establishment of

Czechoslovakia. Thus Miller 6 s study remedies the need for a mo

one of the most influential personalities in the most consistently Czech mo derate
party, and ultimately, after the war, the most successful statewide Czech oslovak
party.

Always willing to settle diffe  rences, Gvehla tried to find common ground with
other agrarian interests, including the ethnic Germans and later the Slovaks. He
only adopted a more nationalistic orientation during the First World War when it
was apparent that the Czechs were being pushed aside by other parties in Au  stria.
He finally opted for independence when he believed it to be the only viable option
around which Czechs could unite.
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Afterthewar, Gvehl a became the republicds first minister of
premier to Karel Kra m§ p . He was instrument al in placing Czech of
i n order t o uni fy the countryds bureaucratic system.
governmental crisis by arranging a deal with the Social Democrats over land reform,
an issue that concerned agrari ans as well as socialists. The success of a more
moderate form of land reform preserved private ownership and lifted the po litical
fortunes of his renamed Republican party. Miller believes that his success in
enacting a reasonable form of land distributio n contributed to his partyds s
during the interwar period. Those who benefited from the reform acquired a vested
interest in the new state, even though the reforms worked much less effectively in
Slovakia and Ruthenia.

Gvehla played a crucial role in constructing the first Red  -Green Coalition, which

allied Social Democrats, Czechoslovak Socialists, Agrarians (nhow in the Re publican

Party), and Sl ovak agrarians. He based the coalition c
coal; we have t he bind36e be wouyd.show Sinilar pa_ a tlitieal skill

in building a Green -Black coalition government, the so -cal | ed mGredhs | e
Coalition, 6 which somehow maepubligaadwitittbe Ceeehlc onci |l e t he R
Slovak and German Populists, the Tradesmen, and th e National Democrats.

Gvehla is also credited with having founded the Domovina, a peasant rural or -
ganization dedicated to solving problems related to land reform. Through it all, he

had to walk the tightrope of balancing the interests of the moderate Soci al Democ -
rats and influential right wing Agrarians who were less enthusiastic about reform.
The trick was to convince them that moderate reform was in their own best inter ests
as well as that of the poor peasants. Few could have done so more efficaciously than
Gvehla, and his experience with balancing the right and center in his own party
enabled him to use equal skill in his dealings with other pa rties.

In addition to his political activities, Gvehla played a role in writing the r epub -
Il i cds f i rtisn True donf@m, ihis eontributions largely remained b ehind the

scenes and not so obvious in the official minutes of the Constitutional Committee.
His out of the spotlight style was reflected in his participation in the famous Patka
and later the Gestka and Osmi [ka, the informal arrangements of five, six and eight

party leaders who essentially decided how party members would vote in the Na tional
Assembly.

Miller also introduces new archival evidence that indicates that, when Bene g
first assumed the offic e of premier in the fall 1921, he did so not because Gvehla

was ill (the publicly stated reason), but because President Masaryk had intervened

to in stall Bene ¢ as his would -be successor. When Gvehla had to play second fiddle to
Beneg, he did not simply la y down and roll over. He worked to strengthen his own
Agrarian party and helped broaden its base by incorporating Slovak and Rusyn
agrarians into the newly named Republican Party of Agricu [turalists and Small
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Farmers. Emphasizing the importance of land rat her than a narrow nationalism, the
Republican party became the most successful truly statewide Czechoslovak party. In
the 1928 elections the party managed to win 15 percent of the votes.
Gvehl ads |l ast years in office wer®27aidheded by
was forced to resign in early 1929. By not naming a successor, he effectively left the
Republican party without an adequate replacement. But the Agrarians continued to

play an active role in forming all the governments until the time of the Mun ich cri sis
of 1938.

Miller argues that the willingness of Gvehla and other politicians to find com -
mon ground on overall policy made the difference. Thus due credit also b elongs to

other politicians, but they looked to Gvehla to broker the deals. While th ey might
disagree on specific issues, a belief in democracy and the need to compromise set
Czechoslovak politicians apart from their counterparts in other parts of Central and
Eastern Europe. Perhaps Czech agrarian politician Karel Viskovsk y character ized
Gvehl a best when he ter med omiisre,®d®a whan oofe maobmed
compromising when it came to things concerning d emocracyo6 (p. 171) .
There are but a few minor err oeonpagen/ adian | er 6 s b
m on page 158. Probably the most gla  ring error occurs on page 10, where he incor -
rectly dates the involvement of HlIinkads Peopl eds
beginning in 1929. In fact, Gvehla pulled the Slovak populists into the coalition after
the 1925 elections. The author does get it correct later in the text on page 148, but
forgot to correct the earlier mistake. Readers should be aware of this. Most of the
text flows fairly smoot hlIngurancadan be testegl whet haet r eader 6 s
biographical descriptions of various polit icians follow one another in succes  sion.
The book is also plagued by wordy end notes. This was a result of the pu blisher
requiring that the author have one note per paragraph. On the down side, it forces
the reader to wade through a wad of informatio n when perusing the end notes. But
most studies have their tedious spots. The academic need for the i nformation out -
weighs difficulties in reading such passages. Perhaps an appendix with biographies
of significant individuals would have allowed the text to flow smoother in a few
places.
In researching the study, Miller made use mainly of newspapers and a rchives
located in Prague such as the Archive of the National Museum, the Pr ague City Ar -
chive, the State Central Archive, and the archives of Masaryk and B eneg. He also
looked at police reports from the regional archive in Brno as well as the Viennese

documents from the Prague embassy. Although he utilized Sl ovak secondary sources
on the Republican party and the Slovak agrarian political movement, he did not look
into agrarian newspapers or archival sources from Slovakia or Ruthe nia. If

anything, these are the weakest part of the study. Nonetheless, Miller does pay
attention to Slovakia and the influential role that ambitious Slovak politi cians such
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as Mila n Hod ha played in the Republican Party. As intended, the book also focuses

on the party leadership rather than rank -and -file party members or the electorate,
particularly at the local level. These of course present o pportunities for future
research.

In con clusion, any scholar interested in the First Czechoslovak Republic should
give Millerds book a serious read. I't presents a metic
the way in which politics functioned in the First Republic. It also pro vides some
worthwhile ex ampl es f or t -cothrawist statgs,owthdre coali  tion building
can seem like a Sisyphean task. Gvehl ads pragmatism and moderation pr
with the key to understanding ways to lay the building blocks that con struct
democracy out of an imperial pas  t.

Copyright @000 by #et, all rights reserved. This work may be copiqutdéit adacational use if proper credit is given
to the reviewer andiA8sBURd-or other permission, please caiets@het.msu.edu.

Will 2000 be better or worse th an 199972

TNS Intersearch/GIA polled people in 61 countries in 2000? Better | Worse
December 1999 about their expectations for year 2000. Post- us 62%
communist Europe ranked among the countries with the highest Sweden 4%
i 0,
percentage of pessimists in the world. Estonia 50%
Greece 47% 26%
Only the fimostndo mitmomits tpies s if fRiggt T C[0 450@at €s  Dbly
geographic areas have been released, so the published numbers Macedonia 45%
do not show the overall balance of positive and negative Germany 44% 11%
expectations in the given country, except in Greece, Germany Italy 44% 21%
and Italy, which happened to rank relatively high on both France 12%
optimism and pessimism within the European Union. Switzerland 13%
. . L Austria 14%
The world leader in optimism was Nigeria with 85% of the 0
. Czech R. 32%
polled people expecting year 2000 to be better than 1999,
Lithuania had the highest ratio of imists in th Id Hungary 39%
ania had the est ratio of pessimists in the world. ;
thiant 9 ' pessImIStS | W Slovakia 40%
Poland 42%
Romania 46%
Lithuania 53%
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Recent papers on Slovakia-related topics

Bibliography
Slovak Scholarship in the West

This bibliography includes titles generally falling in the category of arts and humanities, and several
titles of potentially wider interest in economics and other fields, recently published in English outside
Slovakia. All additions are welcome. 8 M.V.

Appel, Hilary and Gould, John 8 Identity Politics and Economic Reform: Examining Industry-State
Relations in the Czech and Slovak Republics. EUR-ASIA STUD, Jan2000, Vol. 52 Issue 1,
pl11, 21p, 4 charts.

Beitl K 8 Ten years after: Reports and analyses in the development of folklore and European
ethnology in Czechoslovakia, Slovakia, Hungary and Croatia since 1989/90. OSTERR Z
VOLSKUNDE 102: (4) 499-500 1999.

Bernagpvska J and Bernagpvsky | 8 Analysis of the ApoB and D1S80 allele frequencies in Slovak
Romanies. ANTHRO SCI 108: (1) 21-26 JAN 2000.

Birsak L, Jordan P and Liouty A & Resources and environment, World Atlas, A Russian world atlas
edited and published in Austria. MITT OSTERR GEOGR G 141: 207-232 1999.

Bucek J & Sublocal decentralisation: the case of Slovak big cities ENVIRON PLAN C 18: (1) 57-78
FEB 2000.

Congdon, Lee & Prague Spring and the Impulses of National Identity. E EURO POLI & SOC,
Winter2000, Vol. 14 Issue 1, p203, 8p.

Dawson C & Decentralization and transition in the Visegrad: Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic
and Slovakia. ECON TRANSIT 8: (1) 260-261 2000.

Fidrmuc, Jan @ Economics of voting in post-communist countries. ELECT STUD 19: (2-3) 199-217
JUN-SEP 2000.

Fidrmuc, Jan and Horvath, Jalius 8 The stability of monetary unions: Lessons from the breakup of
Czechoslovakia. J COMP ECON, Dec99, Vol. 27 Issue 4, p753, 29p, 5 charts, 1 graph.

Forgél ovd M and Hnilicky PR & Slovak Churches and proselytism (Religious pluralism and
nationalism in the current history of Eastern Europe). J ECUMENICAL STUD 36: (1-2) 116-
141 WIN-SPR 1999.

Gogineni, Babu 8 Discrimination Against Humanists. HUMANIST, May/Jun2000, Vol. 60 Issue 3,
p4, 2p.

Golczewski F 8 Emancipation of the Jews: Antisemitism, Persecution in Germany, the Austro-
Hungarian empire, Bohemia and Slovakia. OSTEUROPA 50: (2) 231-231 FEB 2000.

Hamard B & Slovakia. GUERRE MOND CONF CON (193) 137-138 SEP 1999.
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Herzog Jr., Harold A. 8 Employment uncertainty and the incidence of job loss in transition
economi es: TSOUWHERE EGON J, Jan2060;, Vol. 66 Issue 3, p567, 23p, 6
charts. [Slovakia, Slovenia, Poland, Czech R.]

Honeycutt Jr., Earl D. and Ford, John B. & Selecting and training the international sales force.
INDUSTRIAL MARKETING MANAGEMENT, Nov99, Vol. 28 Issue 6, p627, 9p, 5 charts.

Hyde-Price A & Politics and government in the Visegrad countries: Poland, Hungary, the Czech
Republic and Slovakia. INT AFF 75: (4) 860-861 OCT 1999.

Jobst KS 8 A new Slavic language is born. The Rusyn literary language of Slovakia. JAHRB
GESCH OSTEUR 47: (4) 611-612 1999.

Johnson S, Kaufmann D, McMillan J, etal. 8 Why do firms hide? Bribes and unofficial activity after
communism. J PUBLIC ECON 76: (3) 495-520 JUN 2000.

Johnson S, McMillan J and Woodruff C 8 Entrepreneurs and the ordering of institutional reform:
Poland, Slovakia, Romania, Russia and Ukraine compared. ECON TRANSIT 8: (1) 1-36
2000.

Kraaykamp G, and Nieuwbeerta P 8 Parental background and lifestyle differentiation in Eastern
Europe: Social, political, and cultural intergenerational transmission in five former socialist
societies. SOC SCI RES 29: (1) 92-122 MAR 2000.

Kraus, James R 8 J.P. Morgan Will Advise Slovakia on Sale of Its Two Biggest Banks. AMER
BANKER, 12/27/99, Vol. 169 Issue 246, p17, 1/3p.

Krause KD & Public opinion and party choice in Slovakia and the Czech Republic. PARTY POLIT 6:
(1) 23-46 JAN 2000.

Lebsanft F & Bibliography of treatises on savoir-vivre in Europe from the Middle Ages to the present
day, vol 1, France, England, Germany, vol 2, Italy, Portugal, Norway, Czech and Slovak
lands, Poland. Z ROMAN PHILOL 115: (4) 710-712 1999.

Lukes I and Graml H & The Slansky Affair: A Czechoslovak intelligence organisation in exile and the
fall of a Communist leader in 1952. VIERTELJAHR ZEITGES 47: (4) 459-501 OCT 1999.

Mudde C 8 Extreme-right parties in Eastern Europe. PATTERNS PREJUDICE 34: (1) 5-27 JAN
2000.

N/A® ALA Advocacy Pays OffinFirsttEver O6Week of AMERLIB May2000br ar i eso.
Vol. 31 Issue 5, p33, 1/4p, 1c.

N/A & Tenth anniversary of the velvet revolution. J DEMO, Jan2000, Vol. 11 Issue 1, p217, 2/3p.
Page, Nigel 6 Lawyers invest for EU expansion. EUROMONEY, Jan2000 Issue 369, p18, 1p, 1bw.

ParikovA M & The 1989-1999 from the point of view of Slovak-Austrian cooperative work in
ethnology. OSTERR Z VOLSKUNDE 102: (4) 521-525 1999.

Pridham, Geoffreyd Compl yi ng wi t h t he Eur o piemaity: Trihsnatiamal 6s Democr at i ¢
Party Linkages and Regime Change in Slovakia, 1993-1998. EUR-ASIA STUD, Nov99, Vol.
51 Issue 7, p1221, 24p.
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Rubach, Jerzy 8 Glide and glottal stop insertion in Slavic languages: A DOT analysis. LINGUIST
INQ 31: (2) 271-317 SPR 2000.

Sakwa R & Politics and government in the Visegrad countries: Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic
and Slovakia. POLIT STUD-LONDON 48: (1) 179-180 MAR 2000.

Schaller HW & Scholarship and ideology in the history of Slavic studies: A conference of the
International Commission for the History of Slavic Studies held in Stara Lesn, Slovakia,
September 5-9, 1997. Z SLAWISTIK 43: (1) 109-112 1998.

Steiner Zd The Soviet Commissariat of Foreign Affairs and the Czechoslovakian crisis in 1938: New
material from the Soviet archives. HIST J 42: (3) 751-779 SEP 1999.

Swain, Nigel 8 Agricultural Restitution and Co-operative Transformation in the Czech Republic,
Hungary and Slovakia. EUR-ASIA STUD, Nov99, Vol. 51 Issue 7, p1199, 21p.

Talbott, Strobe 8 Self-Determination in an Interdependent World. FOREIGN POLICY, Spring2000,
Issue 118, p152, 12p .

Teich, Mikulagd Munich, Carpatho-Uk r ai ne, the &éVel vet Revolutiond,
HIST J, Dec99, Vol. 42 Issue 4, p1169, 10p.

Thomas D & Slovakia: Language and national unity. PARLIAMENT AFF 53: (1) 135-141 JAN 2000.

Uher, Pavel and Michal, Silvio 8 The Pezinok antimony mine. MINERALOGICAL RECORD,
Mar/Apr2000, Vol. 31 Issue 2, p153, 10p, 2 maps, 8c, 7bw.

Wallace, Claire and Shmulyar, Oksana @ Investing in social capital: The case of small-scale, cross-
border traders in post-communist Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia. INT J
OF URB & REG RES, Dec99, Vol. 23 Issue 4, p751, 20p.

Williams, A.M. and Balaz, VV & Privatisation in Central Europe: Different legacies, methods, and
outcomes. ENVIR & PLAN C: GOV & POLICY, Dec99, Vol. 17 Issue 6, p731, 21p, 5
charts, 2 diagrams.

Winters, Stanley B & The American connection: Hugh Seton-Wat sondés | ecture on Czec
Oxford in 1968. E EUR POLI & SOC 14: (1) 97-118 WIN 2000.

Wolchik, Sharon L & Czechoslovakia on the eve of 1989. COM & POST-COM STUD, Dec99, Vol.
32 Issue 4, p437, 15p.

Zuzowski, Robert 8 Are the Czechs Prague-Matic? E EUR QUART, Winter99, Vol. 33 Issue 4, p475,
16p.

Book review d Agh, Attilad APol i ti cs and Gover nmeSHAVICREVI he Vi s e
Spring2000, Vol. 59 Issue 1, p186, 2p.

Book review & Blackwood WL & Czechoslovakia and Europe in the middle of the 1920s. J MOD
HIST 71: (4) 1008-1011 DEC 1999.

Book review & Goldman, MintonFd i Comp ar at i YAMERP®LI SCEREV, Be099, Vol.
93 Issue 4, p1002, 2p.

Book review & Kirschbaum, Stanislav). 8 i SI ovaki a Si ncSeRAVICREMé pendenceo.
Spring2000, Vol. 59 Issue 1, p196, 2p.
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Book review 8 Sakwa, Richardd i Pods tand government i ROLUISAUD, Vi segr 8d coul
Mar2000, Vol. 48 Issue 1, p179, 2p.

Book review 8 Zielonka,Jand iPol i ti ¢cs and Gover nmeBSBURVIVAL, t he Vi seg8rd
Spring2000, Vol. 42 Issue 1, p190, 2p.

Above the Eur opean Timberline

According to the World-Wi de Fund for Nature, Sl ovakia ranks among
in forest maintenance. About a hcuanrdd e2d0 OcOrd treerli eaa sweedr ei nu
January. Slovakia ranked first in the protected areas category. The WWF described even the

highest overall score 8 62 for Switzerland & as leaving plenty of room for improvement.

Sl ovakiads r ank anadin relativerteens 0 ihpratects thenlargest forested

areas and does a better job than most in Europe in the management and use of its forests.

The WWEF ratings did not list Slovenia, the Czech Republic, Ireland and some other European

countries. OM.V.

WorleWide Fund Final | Protected| Production| Environmeg Social
Forest protection rat¢ Score Areas nt Cultural
1| Switzerland 62% 39% 65% 73% 82%

2 | Finland 61% 55% 78% 62% 72%
35| Slovakia 57% | 1% 66% @ 6-8" 59% & 9" 51% | 8" 57%
3-5 | Sweden 57% 40% 70% 59% 74%
3-5 | Austria 57% 45% 57% 62% 69%
6-8 | Norway 53% 34% 73% 54% 61%
6-8 | Poland 53% 47% 71% 56% 56%
9-11 | Spain 52% 55% 58% 46% 64%
9-11 | Hungary 52% 58% 59% 42% 53%
9-11 | Germany 52% 25% 64% 54% 70%
12-13 | Lithuania 51% 39% 49% 49% 56%
12-13 | France 51% 48% 59% 49% 66%
14 | Romania 48% 39% 56% 43% 47%
15 | Greece 47% 53% 53% 52% 51%
16-17 | Netherlands 45% 50% 42% 40% 44%
16-17 | U. Kingdom 45% 40% 42% 39% 52%
19 | Latvia 40% 24% 39% 41% 42%
20 | Estonia 38% 45% 52% 48% 39%
21 | Denmark 36% 30% 45% 21% 53%
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American Jewish Committee Survey in Slovakia

The American Jewish Committee (AJC) has sponsored new surveys in Centra I
Europe about the knowledge and remem brance of the Holocaust. Between N ovember
1999 and March 2000, results were released for Slovakia, the Czech R epublic and
Switzerland. The views in Slovakia were similar to an AJC survey in 1993, e xcept
that in 1999 more people considered Holocaust remembrance im portant and fewer
thought it was time to put it behind them. Only few of the questions allowed com -
parisons within the same country. They are covered in the fo llowing paragraphs.
Some of the cross -country com parisons are tabulated below (the complete Swiss
survey was not released before the printing of this Newsle tter).

Sbvaks| Czechs| Swiss |

How do you feel about a possibility of having Jewish n
Would like to 16% 8% 28%

No difference 66% 70% 61%

Would prefer not 16% 17% 8%

Do Jews behave in a manner which provokes hostility
country?

Yes 9% \ 4%

n/a |

Do Jews have too much influence in our society?

Yes 15%\ 8%\ 17%|

Do Jews have too much influence in the world?

Yes | 53% | 34% | 33% |
Should Holocdweducation be mandatory in schools?

Yes 59% 57% n/a

No 23% 30% n/a

Should we keep the remembrance of the Holocaust st
Keep 63% 74% 2%

Put behind 24% 17% 21%

Do you know what were Auschwitz, Dachau, Treblinkg

Concentration camps | 81% | 92% | 73% |
How many Jews were killed in WW 11?
More 6% 8% n/a
6 million 24% 31% 45%
Less 42% 40% n/a
Donét 28% 20% n/a
Do Jews exploit the memory of the Holocaust for their
purposes?
Yes| 23% | 23%| /|
Should property confiscated in W.W.1I be returriedvest
Yes n/a 36% n/a
Only religious buildings n/a 35% n/a
No n/a 18% n/a

Send your renewal and new membership dues to:
Patricia A. Krdcik, The Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA 98505



26 Slovak Studies AssociatifEWSLETTER

In the 1930 census, 2% of the population of Slovakia registered Jewish ethnicity and

4.1% registered Jewish religion (the two groups overlapped). Decimated by two
waves of depor tations in 1942 and 1944, less than a third of their original nu mber
may have remained or returned to Slovakia after World War Il and even fewer were

ready to claim their religious or cultural heritage in public, moreover under a com -
munist government repr  essive of all religions. After the collapse of communism, less

than two thousand people declared their religion as Jewish, but Je wish activists in
Slovakia see a potential for somei ncrease.

Some questions in the AJC surveys were geared towards the individ ual cou ntries. In
Slovakia, they concerned World War Il. 49% of the respondents said that Slovak po -

litical leaders had their share of responsibility for the exterm ination of the Jews,

32% were not sure and 19% disagreed. As to President Jozef Tiso, 37% of the polled

di sagreed with the statement that he oOsaved
Jewish people should therefore be grateful,h o6
with the statement.

Among other things, the survey asskoethie fohobwoingt t

countries:
attitude very rather neutral rather very dond
index positive | positive negative| negative know
Czech R. +86% 42% 48% 6% 3% 1% 1%
Germany +51% 20% 47% 16% 13% 3% 2%
USA +50% 25% 40% 18% 11% 4% 2%
Israel +13% 7% 30% 31% 20% 4% 8%
Russia -33% 2% 20% 20% 38% 17% 3%

According to the AJC poll, the Jews were the least likely group to be suspected of
provoking hostility in Slovakia (multiple answers were possible): Gypsies 90%,
Ukrainians 56%, Hungarians 53%, refugees 44%, Alba nians 36%, Vietnamese 28%,
Blacks 15%, and Jews 9%. The Ukrainians and Albanians are often r eported in
Slovak newspapers as running criminal gangs in Slovakia. Some Viethamese have
remained in Slovakia since the communist period, during which they were bro ught
in as laborers and students. Most Slovaks must be f amiliar with them from open  -air
markets where they are often among the retai lers of imported goods. The Blacks are
practically non -existent in Slovakia, even after figuring in the minuscule num ber of
Arab students whom the Slovaks tend to include under the same label. The number

of refugees who apply for asylum is small, but Slovakia is a transit country for
migrants without visas trying to reach the rich European countries. Incidents at

S| ov ak i rdedssare braported frequently. Several east Slovak villages on the
Ukrainian border asked Brat  islava for increased borde rguard presence.
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on t
he

| ow
of t
ttle influence.

ter ms, the Jews also scored

i nfl wednc éAsi m pewrs esdo dioetl 5 %

In relative

has 0too much
said the Jews had too much influence, 25% said the Jews had too li
The same response of 15% ranked Jews very low, too, by compar ison to the other
ovakia: crim inal elements 78%,
38%,
rvants 29%, Gypsies

kers got a lower

t he

groups assumed to have too much influence in Sl

politicians 76%, entrepreneurs 62%, journalists 39%, fo reign capital

Hungarians 34%, Americans 30%, bureaucrats and civil se
25%, and intellectuals 23%. Only young people, women and wor
ng 0too much infliM&nced than Jews.

rat.i on

Economic Freedom of the World 2000

The Frasier Institute rated and ranked 125 countries in its report Economic Freedom of the
World 2000. A ng
in 7 categories, including the size of the government; the structure of the economy and use of

countrydéds overall rati rived fromm raingsa | e f r or
markets; monetary policy and price stability; freedom to use alternative currencies; legal

structure and property rights; and freedom to trade with foreigners. Many of the Central

European post-communist countries were rated in the upper half of the scale, but on the

whole, it only gave them an average or lower ranking in the world. Countries including El

Salvador, Bolivia, Mauritius and Trinidad & Tobago ranked higher than even the highest-rated
post-communist country Hungary. The top five countries in the world were Hong Kong (9.4),

Singapore (9.4), New Zealand (9.1), the United States (9.0) and the United Kingdom (8.9).

Germany, Central Europed6 s maj or capitalist country, ranked a
was the only member of the European Union that ranked as low as Hungary. The next higher-

up countries in the EU & Austria, Portugal, Sweden and France & were all ranked at 25 with a

rating of 8.0.
Overall| World| Size of Structure | Monetary | Freedom: | Property| Freedom:
score | rank | govenment and and price | use of rights trade with
Markets | stability currencies fareigners
us 9.0 4 6.9 8.3 9.8 10 10 7.8
Gamany 8.1 22 5.2 5.2 9.5 10 10 8.5
Humary 7.4 42 6.6 4.9 7.4 10 10 6.4
Czech R 7.1 51 4.2 5.2 8.1 75 10 8.7
Slovenia 6.3 70 3.6 3.0 6.4 7.5 8.2 8.2
Slovakia 6.1 78 4.8 2.6 8.6 6.4 6.3 8.8
Poland 6.0 82 5.3 34 6.0 7.5 9.0 5.0

Of the other post-communist countries, the Baltics were rated within the range of post-
communist Central Europe, others were lower: Estonia 6.8, Latvia 6.7, Lithuania 6.6, Bulgaria
5.3, Croatia 4.7, Romania 4.6, Ukraine 4.5, Russia 3.7. The most recent data Economic
Freedom of the World 2000 included were from 1997. 6M.V.
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M e m©ber queries
| seek your personal assistance in securing a copy of the following three recent papers as
noted in [the Fall-Winter 1999/2000] issue of the Newsl/etter:

e Grodeland, AA.B.0 6 Fool i sh to give andod ynadpthimevieeswithool i sh not t o
post-Communist citizens on their everyday use of bribes and contacts. EUROPE-ASIA STUD,
JUN98, VOL. 50 ISSUE 4, P651, 27P.

e Hajnis, K. and R. Petrasek 8 Body height, weight and BMI in the Czech and Slovak populations.
HOMO 50: (2) 163-182 JUL 1999.

e Short, D. 8 Steam and rail in Slovakia. SLAVON E EUR REV 77: (3) 532-534 JUL 1999.

These articles would assist greatly with our Center, but we do not have access to these

specific publications. Without question, | will be pleased to cover costs of copying.

Ray Plutko, Director
Slovak Genealogy Research Center
6862 Palmer Court
Chino, CA 91710-2897
rplutko@aol.com

» » » » » » » » » » » » »
Can you advise me of any society or archival center which | might contact in order to obtain
genealogical information about people born in Slovakia? | am specifically looking for
ancestors from the Spig who emigrated to Bukovina in the early 19" century. Unfortunately, |
do not have the town or village of their birth. The relevant Bukovina church books do not
contain this information nor does the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in Utah have
microfilm of Slovak vital statistics. Please be advised that any assistance in this matter will be
greatly appreciated.

Sophie A. Welisch
2 Hughes Street
Congers, NY 10920-1816

This issue of the SSA Newsletter is mailed in accordance with the unanimous vote taken at the
annual meeting of the Slovak Studies Association at the National Convention of the
American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies on November 20, 1999, in St.
Louis, as recorded in the following passage from the minutes (the full text was published in
the previous issue of the SSA Newsletter;* t he next i ssue” below refers to Vol

"Secretary Gerald Sabo then asked about the situation of members who

are n - o-tin good standing in order to be able to compile in 2000 as

accurate a membership list as possible. After s ome discussion,
Gerald Sabo proposed that the next issue of the Newsletter be sent to
all members paid up from at least 1997 through the present in which

issue all members will be alerted to check the mailing label to make

sure that by June 1, 2000, they h ave paid up their membership dues
through calendar year 2000. Otherwise the late May - early June issue
of the Newsletter will not be mailed to them, and they will not

appear in the membership list to be issued soon after that. Carol

Leff seconded that mot ion, and it was unanimously passed by the
members present."
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